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MEDIA RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
March 9, 2023

Counties Council Approves 2023 Budget

At the Special Meeting held on March 8, 2023, the Council of the United Counties of
Leeds and Grenville approved the 2023 Budget with a 6.87 percent tax rate increase over
2022, which results in a levy of approximately $46.97 million.

The approved Budget provides for total expenditures of approximately $113.7 million,
with approximately $66.8 million allocated to capital expenditures.

The Province-wide property assessment conducted by the Municipal Property Assessment
Corporation (MPAC) was further postponed by the Government of Ontario and will not
take place in 2023. Based on MPAC's most recent data from 2016, the median residential
property, not on water, in Leeds and Grenville is assessed at $215,000. The approved
Budget will increase the Counties’ portion of taxes on the average residential property
by $55.87.

“Counties Council understands the challenges that residents and businesses are facing
due to rising costs and inflationary pressures. We appreciate that this is a difficult year
for so many. Throughout our budget deliberations, Council endeavoured to strike a
careful balance between affordability and enabling important investments in crucial
infrastructure and services, including roads, long-term care and paramedic services.”,
said Warden Nancy Peckford.

"The 2023 Budget is a reflection of Council’'s commitment to the provision of frontline
services to residents, investment in capital projects, staff resiliency, and responsible asset
management and financial planning.” said Counties’ Chief Administrative Officer Ray
Callery. He added, "An additional 1% increase to the Tax Rate Stabilization Reserve was
approved as part of the Budget to provide fiscal certainty from unknown inflationary
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impacts, potential tender overages, fuel cost uncertainty and other operational
pressures that may arise.”

For more information, contact Chief Administrative Officer, Ray Callery, at 613-342-3840
ext. 2301 or Ray.Callery@uclg.on.ca or Treasurer, Pat Huffman, at 613-342-3840 ext.
2468 or Pat.Huffman@uclg.on.ca.

Upcoming meetings: The next Counties Council meeting is on Thursday, March 23"
All regular meetings begin at 9 a.m. in Council Chambers at 25 Central Avenue West,
Brockville. For more information, contact County Clerk/Manager of Legislative Services,
Sheena Earl, at 613-342-3840 ext. 2454 or Sheena.Earl@uclg.on.ca.

Media inquiries:

Deanna Clark, Economic Development Officer/Media Releases
United Counties of Leeds and Grenville

32 Wall Street, Suite 300, Brockville, ON, K6V 4R9
613-342-3840, ext. 5360 or Deanna.Clark@uclg.on.ca

Cell: 613-803-0249
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