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TOURIS  AND RECREATIONAL DEVELOP ENT 
STUDY 

FOR 
LI ERICK FOREST 

This study provides infor ation which will assist the 
United Counties of Leeds and Grenville and the  e bers of the 

Li erick Forest Advisory Co  ittee in planning future recreational use 
and exploring touris opportunities for Li erick Forest. 

PRODUCED BY SUE WILLIS 

AUGUST 2006 

“Organ zat on  s the key to success for all recreat onal users. 
It’s  mportant to all s t at a common table and work w th mun c pal t es to ensure 

the r future enjoyment of recreat onal use.” 

Quote received fro Dave Percival, BMA president, when asked 
about the overall future of dirt bike riding. 

It applies to all groups in Li erick’s  ulti-use forest. 
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PURPOSE 

Two-Fold Purpose 
One - To outline findings fro current and potential recreational users of Li erick 
Forest lands, exa ine current trends in outdoor recreation and introduce 
reco  endations on how to proceed and plan for the future while pro oting 
sustainable recreational use of the forest. 

Two - To deter ine if there is both a need and a desire within Leeds and Grenville to 
pro ote Li erick Forest as a tourist destination including possible outco es and 
opportunities that  ay be available. 

Where is Limerick Forest? 
People have been using Li erick Forest for recreational activities for as long as the 
forest has been there. Local people currently using the forest don’t give it a second 
thought; it’s always been there and will always be there. There are still a large nu ber 
of people however, living within Leeds and Grenville that still do not know where 
Li erick Forest is. What about the non-locals, or tourists? Should they being given the 
opportunity to find out about and explore Li erick lands? 

Promote v/s Status Quo 
It is very apparent that so e of the local people want Li erick Forest kept as their own 
private haven; these people feel that pro otion of the forest would be detri ental to 
their enjoy ent. Still others are so happy and enjoy recreational activities in the forest 
so  uch they want to share it with everyone. Others such as business owners feel that 
opening Li erick Forest up to touris would greatly benefit the . Which train of 
thought is right? What is best for the people of Leeds and Grenville? More i portantly, 
what is best for the forest? 

Answers 
Only by beco ing educated can infor ed decisions be  ade. This study is designed to 
encourage careful thought, discussion and consideration leading to a plan around 
current and future recreational use of Li erick Forest. Decisions need to be  ade to 
prepare for the future; because like it or not, word of this local secret place called 
Li erick is sure to get around. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This study was one of  any produced for Li erick Forest which was  ade possible by 
Hu an Resources Skills Develop ent Canada in partnership with The United Counties 
of Leeds and Grenville. The position of LFAC Coordinator was created to support the 
needs of the volunteer  e bers of the Li erick Forest Advisory Co  ittee (LFAC) 
and to provide assistance as a staff  e ber to the forest  anager. 

To fulfill the purpose of this study, research was conducted over a four  onth period 
involving telephone interviews,  eetings with groups and individuals, internet searches 
and the gathering of infor ation fro various written docu ents. Over 200 people 
were contacted and contributed in so e way to this study. 

Two  ain topics are covered by this study. 

1) Outdoor Recreation In Limerick Forest which includes: 
-Background and benefits of participating in outdoor recreation. 
-Co parisons of other recreational areas. 
-Per itted recreational use and activity levels currently taking place. 
-Trends and data on future increases/changes in recreational activities. 
-Data fro recreational users on what is needed or wanted. 

2) Tourism and Promotion of Limerick Forest which includes: 
-Statistics on touris nationally, provincially and locally. 
-Potential for eco touris . 
-Focus on  otorized vehicle use; trends, data, legalities and safety aspects. 
-Survey results on activities and pro otion. 

Co  ents and infor ation fro LFAC  e bers, recreational user groups, businesses, 
 unicipal offices and touris locations as well as other citizens all concerned with the 
future of Li erick Forest are included. In  ost cases, reco  endations are directly 
linked to infor ation contained in this study. So e reco  endations are a product or 
su  ary of co bined opinions and co  ents  ade by contacts during the course of 
gathering data. 

This study was a huge undertaking for one person in the short period of ti e allocated 
for its co pletion. Having said that, the infor ation contained in this report represents 
an in-depth and broadly covered spectru of statistics, survey results and general 
infor ation revolving around recreational use and the possibility of pro oting 
Li erick Forest as a tourist destination. 

ii 
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Findings and Recommendations 
Within Li erick Forest very differing groups all share the  ulti-use trail network. It 
would be beneficial to conduct surveys such as the ones included in this study on a 
seasonal basis over a year or  ore to really get an idea of the a ount and type of 
recreational users in Li erick Forest and to deter ine their individual needs. As well, 
statistics, recreational trends and infor ation on tourists co ing to Leeds and Grenville 
should all be tracked on a regular basis. 

Finally, affects on the forest itself should be regularly  onitored. Da age to 
ecologically sensitive areas or natural features, disruption to wildlife and changes in 
populations of species all have to be carefully assessed to deter ine levels of 
intervention or protection. 

• Recreational Trail Use is concentrated  ainly in the South Tract and there are an 
increasing nu ber of dirt bike and ATV users. Users have indicated that all trail 
use has increased by 50% per year since 2003 although only one new trail has 
been added. Over use see s to be a general concern by so e users and trails are 
beco ing well worn with tree roots sticking up and lack of soil protecting the . 
Reco  endations have been  ade to close down so e trails and  ake new ones 
to allow the old ones to recover. 

• ATV Use is on the rise. There is a need for  ore trail networks to acco  odate 
the increase of these off road vehicle users. Co bine this with pressure fro  
ATV users to lobby  unicipalities to change legislation to allow access to roads; 
 ore and  ore riders will be capable of travelling farther and using the existing 
s aller trail networks. If Li erick Forest is to keep up with this increase and still 
 aintain its current  ulti-use policy designed to satisfy all recreational users in 
the forest specific ATV trails need to be created. 

• Irresponsible Trail Users are a concern for  any who frequent Li erick Forest. 
Loud off road vehicles, dangerous driving and lack of concern for other users and 
the forest itself are the  ain issues. It was felt that these people give the off road 
sport a bad na e and could cause co plaints fro the general public leading to 
hostility and decreased access to trails outside of Li erick Forest in the future. 
Education is the first step using signs and pa phlets. Enforce ent  ay be  ore 
difficult but one suggestion is to begin with an increased police presence on 
weekends at the popular areas. 

• Geocaching is a relatively new and growing activity that is drawing people to 
Li erick Forest to locate the eight caches hidden within. There clearly needs to 
be  ore consideration given to this popular activity that is attracting Li erick 
Forest to people who have never been here before. 

iii 
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• The Ideal Trail does exist within Li erick Forest for a great  ajority of its users 
although so e thought could be given to  aking trails better suited to specific 
activities. Cross country skiers, dog sledders, hikers and horseback riders/drivers 
have all indicated changes they would like to see to  ake their experience  ore 
enjoyable. These changes are not huge and could easily be  ade by working 
with the different user groups and individuals to plan and i ple ent these 
changes. 

• Other Activities are Possible in the forest than what was covered in detail by this 
study. Activities exist which are prohibited such as ca p fires and need to be 
stopped. Others  ay see less desirable but they need to be allocated to areas 
 ore suitable for the activity, such as paintball. Without proper education and 
awareness even well intentioned users are capable of causing irreversible 
da age. 

• User Groups are both an i portant source for infor ation on their specific 
activities and an excellent link to the users the selves. These groups have strong 
 e berships and provide a collective voice when lobbying govern ent or 
presenting an i age to the general public. An opportunity exists, through these 
groups, to pro ote awareness, provide education and obtain volunteer assistance 
for Li erick Forest. 

• The Province of Ontario has recently acknowledged the need to pro ote a 
healthier lifestyle in its residents and has developed a newM n stry of Health 
Promot on. With the new Ontar o Tra ls Strategy they are recognising that trails 
play an i portant role in building a healthier,  ore prosperous Ontario. 
Li erick Forest fits nicely with this strategy and the potential is there for 
assistance and funding to create new trails, encourage participation and pro ote 
the forest as a location for enjoyable outdoor recreation. 

• Visitors Come to Leeds and Grenville to see popular locations such as the 1000 
Islands, historic Fort Wellington and Rideau Canal or to spend ti e with fa ily 
and friends. Li erick Forest  ay not be the initial draw for the  ajority of 
people but statistics show that the tourists are co ing here and over half want to 
participate in outdoor activities (509,783 people in 2002). Li erick Forest has the 
potential of capturing these people by offering the a place to enjoy various year 
round outdoor activities while they’re here enjoying all Leeds and Grenville has 
to offer. 

• Other Areas Cost  oney to use for recreation. Li erick Forest see s to be one 
of the very few (if not the only) truly  ulti-use area with very few restrictions 
and no user fees. Opinions fro the people using the forest are split when it 
co es to straight yes or no answers on user fees. 

iv 
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However,  ost would consider so e fee structure as an acceptable way to offset 
costs of trail  aintenance, signage and education if value for their dollar was 
obtained. Suggestions included such things as paying for an educator to speak or 
a specific activity not nor ally available in Li erick. 

• Restrictions to the  ulti-Use Policy are dee ed acceptable under certain 
situations for so e people. In the telephone survey conducted 23 respondents 
said YES, 6 said NO and 1 wasn’t sure. When these sa e people were asked if 
they agreed with the  ulti-use policy overall, 28 said YES, 2 said NO and 1 was 
not sure. Most of the co  ents referred to seasonal restrictions such as 
 otorized vehicles doing da age to wet trails in the spring while others were 
concerned with safety during hunting season and the protection of the  ore 
ecologically sensitive areas of Li erick. So e hikers wanted non- otorized use 
areas to enjoy the quiet and tranquility of nature. So e users felt that suggesting 
that certain areas are  ore conducive to specific types of activities would be 
so ething to try. It is i portant to listen to these co  ents and consider all 
users when deter ining if steps be taken to i ple ent any restrictions. One 
solution  ight be to use signs to educate and suggest certain uses first and 
 onitor responses such as setting aside an area reco  ended for non- otorized 
use. 

• What the People Want when it co es to  aking a fir decision of whether to 
pro ote or not to pro ote Li erick Forest is still unclear. According to 
infor ation obtained fro surveys and conversations with forest users the split is 
even; so e people are for pro otion and so e are against. What is clear is that 
everyone wants to have a say in the degree of pro otion, who Li erick is 
pro oted to and for what use. Property owners near Li erick parcels were 
contacted and asked their thoughts on increased use; the  ajority have no issues 
with this. Paying attention to the co  ents and discussion it is apparent that 
even the people for pro otion are cautious. Perhaps Li erick Forest is not ready 
to be offered up as a tourist destination just yet; at least not on a large scale. 
Starting s all and branching outward slowly, a plan  ust grow with ti e and be 
allowed to evolve and change to benefit both the user and the forest. 

• The Limerick North Tract is an exa ple of an area that has a few trails but is not 
currently being used to the degree the South Tract is. With its easy access fro  
and close proxi ity to Merrickville, it was suggested by so e owners of 
acco  odation businesses in Merrickville that this would be an ideal area to 
pro ote eco-touris involving passive recreational use only. These businesses 
indicated that they would like an opportunity to offer acco  odation packages 
to their guests including  aps of well  arked trail networks to hike, ski, bicycle 
or snowshoe in a wooded, natural area. 
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Doug Struthers, Mayor of the Village of Merrickville-Wolford has indicated his 
support of a plan to develop an organized and well researched approach to 
creating a pri arily non- otorized trail network in Li erick North. One of the 
 ost i portant steps to planning such a venture would be to consult the people 
currently living near this area who could be affected by touris . Further 
consideration should be given to possible adverse effects on the forest, its wildlife 
and eco-syste . 

• Limerick’s Potential as a destination for locals and tourists for outdoor recreation 
is great and opportunities for pro otion should not be discarded without 
adequate investigation and careful consideration first. Increased awareness and 
pro otion of the forest could create econo ic benefits locally and open up 
opportunities for research and education resulting in increased recognition for 
the forest. However, any increase of use could also be detri ental to the forest if 
careful preparation and planning is not in place to deal with the anticipated 
increase. 

• Education and Awareness of others and toward nature should be on going and a 
stronger e phasis put on this for the future. A  ore organized approach to 
co patible recreational use of Li erick could help to create a greater sense of 
ownership on the part of the individual or group using the forest and this could 
generate  ore of a willingness to help  aintain trails and protect the forest fro  
abuse and vandalis . Increased co  unication with the people in the forest 
also creates an opportunity for increased education on the environ entally 
sensitive issues affecting so e areas of Li erick and how they need to be 
protected. There should always be a balance between hu an recreational needs 
and the preservation of the natural environ ent. 

• Affects of Recreational Use on the forest itself  ust be taken into consideration 
now and in the future. Regardless of pro otion on either a s all or a large scale, 
recreational users should be encouraged to stay on trails provided to protect the 
forest. So e areas are showing signs of curious visitors tra pling through 
sensitive plant life in their need to investigate nature further. Concern for 
protecting wildlife and wildlife habitat should be balanced with opportunities to 
educate people so that they can leave with a respect and understanding of the 
i portance of preserving wild spaces for the future. So e recreational activities 
leave a larger footprint in the forest than others but all hu an activity has so e 
adverse effect. The key is to  aintain this balance. 

This study is designed to provide enough infor ation to  ove forward, further 
investigating the touris opportunities for Li erick Forest while continuing to pro ote 
sustainable recreational use of the forest. 

vi 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Limerick Forest 
The Li erick Forest lands (5788 hectares) are owned and  anaged by the United 
Counties of Leeds and Grenville (UCLG) and are available for public use as a 
co  unity forest. This co  unity forest is unique in that the counties work in 
conjunction with a group of over 100 volunteers called the Li erick Forest Advisory 
Co  ittee (LFAC) to provide advice on current and future uses, activities and 
preservation of the forest. 

Guidelines for forest use are detailed in the Long Range Manage ent Plan, produced by 
LFAC and co pleted in 2003. This plan establishes the vision, goal, objectives, 
strategies and activity para eters for Li erick Forest. 

Li erick is classified as a “ ulti-use” forest. A large nu ber of trails, pri arily in the 
South Tract, provide year round free access to Li erick Forest for all types of 
recreational trail users. Although not all activities are li ited to these trails and not all 
areas of Li erick have established trail networks, it is pri arily the trail users that are 
exa ined in this study. 

“L mer ck Forest attracts many people  n pursu t of recreat onal opportun t es. Current 
recreat onal act v t es  n L mer ck Forest  nclude p cn ck ng, h k ng, hunt ng, b rd watch ng, 
cross country sk  ng, horseback r d ng and tra l r d ng on b kes, motorb kes, all terra n veh cles 
(ATVs) and snowmob les. 

Recreat onal management began  n the m d 1960s, when two of eventually four p cn c s tes were 
developed  n L mer ck Forest. By the late 1960s snowmob l ng was becom ng popular and a 
snowmob le tra l network was developed through L mer ck Forest. Through the 1970s up to 90 
km of tra l were groomed and ma nta ned by MNR  n L mer ck Forest South and L mer ck Forest 
North. 

Today the p cn c s tes have been abandoned and the snowmob le tra ls are no longer ma nta ned 
by the MNR. However, the ex st ng road network  s extens vely used by tra l r ders and h kers, 
and local snowmob le clubs st ll ma nta n and groom sect ons of tra l  n L mer ck Forest. A local 
motorcycle club has developed and ma nta ned a tra l network through the L mer ck Forest 
South.”1 

1.2 Estimated Use in 2003 
The Long Range Manage ent Plan, 2003, based on input fro LFAC Recreation Sub 
Co  ittee provides esti ated activity in Li erick Forest South, as an exa ple, in 2003. 

1 
Limerick Forest Long Range Management Plan, 2003 
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The  ajority of users at that ti e were snow obilers at 250 per week; winter  onths 
only. Hunters for ed a large portion as well, although  ore concentrated, their li ited 
ti e span doesn’t allow for the overall nu bers of other users. Dirt bikers use the trails 
on average 60-80 ti es a week over a 5  onth period, walkers and ATV users tied at 35 
per week for 10  onths of the year. Refer to Appendix A: Summary of Recreational Activities 

1.3 Recreational Use Today 
As in 2003, the  ost co  only used area is still the South Tract of Li erick Forest. 
Certain activities  ay have increased and/or changed since 2003, still others  ay have 
decreased. Larry Murray, LFAC  e ber, Bytown Motorcycle Association (BMA) 
 e ber and long ti e user of the Li erick Forest trail network, esti ates that all trail 
use has increased by 50% per year since 2003 although only one new trail has been 
added. 

The trails around the chalet, off Li erick Rd. tend to see  ore hikers or other foot traffic 
than  otorized due to the design and length of the trails there. This area is popular for 
fa ilies, educational activities, group outings and activities involving the chalet as a 
 eeting place. 

The trails off Forsythe Rd. called the “Y” and the “Pit” provide a longer and  ore 
diverse trail design. These areas offer the user different networks of trails which are 
 ore challenging and conducive to activities such as ATV use, dirt biking and  ountain 
biking while still suitable for hikers, and horseback riders. Refer to Appendix B: Recreational 
Trails of Limerick Forest South Tract. 

1.4 Designated Use Areas (DUAs) 
When considering the possibility of increasing recreational use designated use areas 
 ust be considered. 

“L mer ck Forest  s a mult ple use resource and a large number of vary ng act v t es and resource 
uses occur w th n  ts boundar es. To ensure that resource use and resource serv ce confl cts are 
m n m zed and that all acceptable uses are prov ded w th opt mum opportun t es w th n the 
resource base that L mer ck Forest has to offer, a number of areas w th n L mer ck Forest have 
been des gnated for spec f c uses. These des gnated use areas (DUAs) are based on current 
act v t es and the r patterns w th n L mer ck Forest, on  nherent values of L mer ck Forest that 
are best  n prov d ng certa n spec f c serv ces and products, and on publ c  nput. W th the odd 
except on (e.g. certa n sens t ve ecolog cal areas) DUAs are able to host a number of var ous 
act v t es. Separat on of act v t es as reflected  n DUAs and w th n any one DUA are necessary 
 n order to avo d ecolog cal damage, safety concerns and a d m n sh ng of qual ty recreat onal 
exper ences.” 2 

2 
Limerick Forest Long Range Management Plan, 2003 
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The Long Range Manage ent Plan, 2003 provides a description of the DUAs, the 
acceptable uses within the , regulations for each and any restrictions that  ay apply. 
Refer to Appendix C: Limerick Forest Designated Use Areas (DUA’s) 

1.5 Where to Go from Here 
To ensure that these  ulti-recreational uses re ain co patible with each other and that 
the other benefits of the forest are not lost,  any other factors need to be considered 
before  aking the decision whether or not to pro ote Li erick Forest locally or 
globally. 

1.6 Questions to Consider 
1. Are enough opportunities being provided for, at this ti e, for the variety of 
recreational activities that people (local and tourists) want to participate in? 
2. Are provisions being  ade for future generations of recreational users? 
3. What are so e of the options and outco es of decisions  ade now for the future? 
4. Are we doing enough to protect the forest for generations to co e? 
5. Can we afford to stand back and wait without being prepared? 
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2. OUTDOOR RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES 

2.1 Background 
For the purposes of this study  any recreational activities were exa ined; all of which 
 ake up the  ajority of activities currently taking place within various parcels of 
Li erick Forest. There could possibly be other activities that people participate in and it 
is reco  ended that further studies be conducted to deter ine not only what activities 
but to track changes over ti e. 

2.2 Types of Activities 

• H k ng/Walk ng/Runn ng/Jogg ng: 
Which could also involve Dog Walk ng, P cn ck ng, Outdoor Photography and 
B rd/Other W ldl fe Watch ng. 

• Cross-Country Sk  ng, Snowshoe ng, Toboggan ng: 
There are even a few Dog Sledd ng enthusiasts. 

• D rt b k ng, ATV’ ng and Snowmob l ng: 
These sa e trails also offer an excellent opportunity for Horseback R d ng and 
Mounta n B k ng. 

• Hunt ng: 
This is very popular in all Li erick parcels. Although there isn’t a lot of open 
water available so e people reported that they Canoe and F sh in Li erick. 

• Geocach ng: 
This is a new activity beco ing  ore and  ore popular for a wide range of 
participants. Li erick currently has eight hidden caches. 

2.3 Participants 
The recreational users in Li erick Forest that can easily be contacted and surveyed are 
locals and  ainly LFAC  e bers. It is very difficult to know who exactly is using the 
forest at any given ti e and where they are fro . The LFAC  e bers who use the 
forest on a regular basis are a valuable resource for infor ation on others frequenting 
the trails and could be contacted to assist with a  ore co prehensive study in the 
future, over a longer period of ti e than this project allowed for. 

For this study, infor ation on recreational use in Li erick Forest was gathered fro the 
 e bers of LFAC, representatives fro different user groups and others frequenting 
the forest through phone and written surveys. Based on these contacts, opinions and 
co  ents were recorded along with statistics on individual use in Li erick parcels over 
the last year. 
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3. TOURISM 

3.1 Definition and Overview 
TheWorld Tour sm Organ zat on states that in order for a trip to be considered touris , 
the traveller  ust leave his or her “usual environ ent”.3 There are  any other 
definitions but for the purposes of this study a tourist is defined as anyone who travels 
out of their regular area to participate in an activity. 

It is very difficult to deter ine how  any “tourists” frequent Li erick Forest. Since 
Li erick Forest isn’t widely pro oted, other than through the website, it is conceivable 
that a large nu ber of tourists enjoying the forest do so while visiting fa ily and friends 
here locally. 

There are others who live out of the i  ediate area but travel to Li erick on a regular 
basis due to their affiliation with organized recreational groups. It’s hard to think of 
these people as tourists because Li erick Forest could be classified as their regular area. 

The group of people or “tourists” that really needs to be exa ined are the ones who 
don’t co e here now and who could be attracted to what the forest has to offer the . If 
this sector is appealed to in a well thought out and planned approach there is potential 
for spin off benefits for not only Li erick Forest but for the area businesses as well. 

To help deter ine the likelihood of tourists visiting Li erick Forest statistics fro  
National, Provincial and Local surveys were exa ined. 

3.2 National Perspective 
Statistics Canada reports that Canadian residents  ade 50  illion visits within the 
country during the second quarter of 2005. About 42.2  illion of the were to visit 
friends or relatives and for pleasure. Most of their visits, about 93%, were  ade by car 
or truck. (The Canadian Travel Survey states a “trip”  ust be at least 80 k one way 
fro the persons’ ho e to a Canadian destination. This trip can be one person alone or 
several together.) 

For overnight visits, residents of Canada spent 51  illion nights away fro ho e. Of 
these nights, 51.9 % were spent in private ho es, while 17.0 % were spent in hotels and 
 otels. Refer to Appendix D: Domestic Travel in Canada 

3 
The World Tourism Organization website: www.world-tourism.org 
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3.3 Provincial Perspective 
People are travelling within Canada and  ostly by car. Studies show that half of these 
people visit fa ily or friends while travelling. But, are they visiting Ontario? 

The Canad an Travel Survey, states that nearly nine trips in ten were  ade in the 
travelers’ province of residence. The nu ber of these intraprovincial trips, which stood 
at 151.2  illion, accounted for 87.8% of all trips  ade by Canadians in Canada. Ontario 
has the highest percentage of intraprovincial trips at 91.9%, followed by Quebec with 
90.2%.4 

Now we know that a large percentage of the Canadian travelling population is fro  
Ontario, travelling within Ontario. So, do they co e to Leeds and Grenville? 

3.4 Local Perspective 
A survey based on data fro 2002 and produced in 2004 called Reg onal Tour sm Prof les: 
CD 07: Leeds and Grenv lle Un ted Count es by Ontario Ministry of Touris and 
Recreation paints a picture of tourists who co e here. 

In the year 2002, Leeds and Grenville saw 2, 227, 370 visitors. Of these visitors, 
approxi ately 40% (894,357) stayed one or  ore nights. Of these overnight visitors, 
22% (196,758.57) ca e fro Ottawa-Carlton Regional Municipality and another large 
percentage ca e fro Pennsylvania and New York states. 

Putting it into perspective, it is interesting to note that 57% of all overnight visitors 
(509,783.49) participated in so e type of outdoor/sports activity. It would be nice to 
know if so e of these outdoor activities included visiting Li erick Forest. Refer to 
Appendix E: Regional Tourism Profiles –Leeds & Grenville United Counties 

3.5 Limerick Potential Draw for Tourists 
These statistics paint a picture of touris in Ontario and give an idea of how  any 
tourists visit Leeds and Grenville. Visitors co e here to see popular locations such as 
the 1000 Islands, historic Fort Wellington and Rideau Canal or to spend ti e with fa ily 
and friends. Li erick Forest  ay not be the initial draw for the  ajority of people but 
statistics show that the tourists are co ing here and over half want to participate in 
outdoor activities. Li erick Forest has the potential of capturing these people by 
offering the a place to enjoy various year round outdoor activities while they’re here 
enjoying all Leeds and Grenville has to offer. 

4 
Statistics Canada, The Canadian Travel Survey, Do estic Travel, 2003 Catalogue no. 87-212-XIE 
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4. BENEFITS OF OUTDOOR RECREATION 

4.1 Healthy Benefits and Advantages 
It’s no secret that Canadians need to beco e  ore physically active. The health benefits 
of physical activity are nu erous. When you hear statistics like “The prevalence of 
overwe ght and obes ty  n Canad an young people appears to be on the r se” and “Over half of 5-
17 year olds  n Canada are not act ve enough for opt mal growth and development” you wonder 
what kind of a  essage we, as adults are sending to our young people. 
Refer to Appendix F: Fit Facts for Children and Youth. 

Another interesting study states “Camp ng, h k ng and f sh ng  n the w ld as a ch ld breeds 
respect for env ronment  n adults.” A new Cornell study by environ ental psychologist 
Nancy Wells and research associate Kristi Lekies shows that children with plenty of 
opportunity to fish, ca p or play in nature before age 11 are  ore likely to grow up to 
be environ entalists than other children. Refer to Appendix G: Respect for the Environment 

4.2 Ontario Trails Strategy 
The Province of Ontario has recently acknowledged the need to pro ote a healthier 
lifestyle in its residents and has developed a new Ministry of Health Pro otion. With 
their new Ontario Trails Strategy they are recognising that trails play an i portant role 
in building a healthier,  ore prosperous Ontario. The strategy is a long ter plan that 
establishes strategic directions for planning,  anaging, pro oting and using trails in 
Ontario. 

The Ontario Trails Strategy supports the ACTIVE2010 which is the govern ents’ goal to 
increase sport participation and levels of physical activity a ong Ontarians. According 
to ACTIVE2010 strategy, 52% of Ontarians are insufficiently active to benefit their 
health. It’s one thing to hear these statistics but another to do so ething about it. The 
vision for the future of trails in Ontario, as stated in the Ontario Trails Strategy is “A 
world class system of d vers f ed tra ls, planned and used  n an env ronmentally respons ble 
manner, that enhances the health and prosper ty of all Ontar ans.”5 

The provincial govern ent is not just recognising the i portance of increased physical 
activity for Ontarians but is also willing to support trail networks as a very i portant 
avenue to achieving a healthy lifestyle. This is an opportunity to receive support and 
possibly funding for the enhance ent or pro otion of Li erick’s trail network. 

5 
Ontario Ministry of Health Promotion- CTIVE2010 Ontario Trails Strategy, 2005 
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4.3 Domestic Travel 
Do estic travel statistics fro Statistics Canada show that 17,039,000 people 
participated in so e type of sports/outdoor activity in 2003 within Ontario. Refer to 
Appendix H: Total Domestic Travel by Activity Participation 

Statistics Canada also reports that of the 4, 451,030 households in Ontario in 2004 the 
average a ount per household that was spent on recreation was $3883. That’s  ore 
than half of what they spent on food! ($7106)! Refer to Appendix I: Average Household 
Expenditures 

4.4 Planning 
Based on these statistics the conclusion can be drawn that there is both a need and a 
desire for outdoor recreational opportunities in Leeds and Grenville for both locals and 
tourists. Considering the a ount spent by the average household in Ontario on 
recreation it appears people are willing to pay for the opportunity as well. On top of 
that funding  ay be available to offset costs of planning, education, pro otion, 
i ple entation or enhance ent of recreational trail networks in Li erick Forest. 

The answer  ay see  clear but there are  any other things to consider before  ajor 
decisions can be  ade on future pro otion of Li erick Forest. Consideration  ust be 
given to the recreational needs and effects of increased use on the residents of Leeds and 
Grenville (both positive and negative). This  eans exa ining all aspects of outdoor 
recreational activities, being aware of trends, recreational use patterns and what 
 otivates changes in outdoor recreational use. Affects on the forest itself  ust be taken 
into consideration as well. 
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5. OFF ROAD VEHICLE TRAIL USE 

5.1 Overview 
Li erick Forest can provide a wide range of outdoor recreational opportunities for 
 any people; the  ajority of which use the trail networks provided for the . So e 
types of trail use activities are growing in popularity while others are dropping. Since 
Li erick Forest’s trails are frequented by a large nu ber of  otorized recreational users 
(ATV, Dirt Bike and Snow obiles) on a regular basis, this group was exa ined first. 
Other uses are exa ined later in this study. 

“There are approx mately 60 km of un mproved forest access roads  n L mer ck Forest wh ch lend 
themselves to tra l r d ng. L mer ck Forest South and L mer ck Forest North have the major ty of 
these w th approx mately 40 km. Another 11 km of gravelled secondary access roads can be used 
to l nk the un mproved roads. In add t on to these roads, a network of approx mately 30 km of 
s ngle track tra ls (generally less than 1 meter w de) has been created  n the southern half of 
L mer ck Forest South. These tra ls are used extens vely by motorcycles and mounta n b kes”. 6 

5.2 Trail Popularity 
Just about every weekend during the su  er you can see vehicles hauling trailer 
parked at the “Y” or the “Pit” off Forsythe Rd. The  ajority of these belong to ATV and 
Dirt bike riders who are off enjoying the trails. In the winter snow obiles take to the 
trails that travel through Li erick Forest to other destinations. 

To get an idea of where the  otorized off road vehicle industry stands and the nu bers 
participating in it businesses within and just outside of Leeds and Grenville were 
contacted for their opinions on current sales and usage as well as for their forecasts for 
the future of  otorized recreational use. 

5.3 Businesses Surveyed 
Six businesses who deal with the off road vehicle industry were contacted. All agreed 
that  otorized off road vehicle use is on the rise; ATV use taking the lead. So e felt 
that snow obile sales were slowing down (in one case by 50%) pri arily due to lack of 
snow. Other reasons for this decrease include increases in gas prices, trail per it prices 
and insurance costs. So e for er snow obile users are now purchasing ATV’s due to 
the longer riding season. 

6 
Li erick Forest Long Range Manage ent Plan, 2003 - 6.5.2 Trail Riding 
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One dealer indicated that the potential for doubling ATV sales is only li ited to the size 
of space to stock these vehicles. Sales today (approx 60 per year) are  ore than double 
what they sold eight years ago and could double again within the next year. Another 
dealer noted they sell 400-500 new ATV’s a year and 200-250 used per year. 

Dirt Bikes sales are good right now and  ost dealers felt that sales tend to go up and 
down with approxi ately a 3 year turn around/trend (1 year good, 2 bad then 1 good). 
Pro otion and advertising  ay be a key to this trend, although peer pressure (friends 
buying new bikes) plays a factor as well. Another dealer reported dirt bike sales have 
levelled out and sales re ain steady. One dealer sells 75 dirt bikes per year, co pared 
with 140 street bikes and 10 dual purpose (dirt and street legal). 

Most dealers indicated that their custo ers all see to know where they can ride. One 
person contacted was concerned however, for the off road industry as a whole. He felt 
that there is a lack of places to ride; fewer and fewer trails. 

The average trail rider see s to be over 30 yrs old. It was felt that a large  ajority of 
older adults used to have a  otorcycle when younger but left it when they had a fa ily. 
These people are now getting into the dirt biking sport; so e with their fa ilies. It was 
noted that the younger people are the ones  ost interested in ATV’s. One dealer noted 
that 65% of his custo ers are  e bers of a club. Li erick Forest is perceived as  ore 
of a fa ily oriented area by one dealer. Dedicated riders love the forest there and tend 
to be less of the party type. 

It’s interesting to note that when asked about their personal knowledge of Li erick 
Forest, two dealerships were very fa iliar with the trails, three had no knowledge at all 
of Li erick and one only  ini al. These businesses are a key part to getting the word 
out about Li erick Forest to both their custo ers and tourists who  ay stop in 
wondering where to ride. Considerable infor ation can be gained on the off road 
vehicle industry by keeping in touch with local dealerships and this is also an excellent 
opportunity for public education. Refer to Appendix J: Off Road Vehicle Dealer Survey. 

5.4 Ontario v/s Quebec 
So e off road vehicle users prefer Quebec’s trails to ride. Quebec has two separate 
networks of trails for  otorized use only; one for snow obiles, one for ATV’s and dirt 
bikes to share. There are specific designated areas within this syste where they  ay 
overlap. Restrictions do apply; snow obiles can only travel 60-90 k /hr and ATV’s go 
20-35k /hr or 50k /hr depending on the area. This parallel trail syste for the  ost 
part is year round-in Quebec and has been there for approxi ately 10 years now. 

In Ontario, snow obiles and ATV’s do not share the trails. The snow obile clubs go to 
great lengths to obtain per ission fro private land owners to cross their land. 

10 
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By providing assurances that no other users will use these trails and covering all 
 e bers with adequate insurance the landowners are very co fortable. Proble s see  
to arise when the off road users ride on this trail network with no per ission or 
insurance in place. 

So e ATV clubs do have their own trail networks as well which travel over so e 
private land and they also restrict other types of users fro riding on the . By having a 
current  e bership to the club (or purchase a day pass) you have access to  aps to 
freely use their trail network. As well,  e bership provides you with liability 
insurance; si ilar to the snow obile clubs. 

5.5 Costs and Legalities 
Costs of insurance coverage are going up, both for ATV’s and dirt bikes. So e 
insurance co panies are adding a surcharge for bigger ATV’s which, considering the 
fact that  anufacturers are producing bigger and bigger  achines, could li it sales in 
the future. One dealer selling ATV’s pointed out (in the previously  entioned off road 
dealer survey) that this  ay be a good thing for the environ ent as  anufacturers 
would be forced to produce s aller  achines. 

When exa ining off road vehicle use it is i portant to look at existing rules and 
regulations governing their use. Even though Li erick Forest lands are owned by the 
United Counties and are co prised of trail networks off of the public roads certain 
portions of the highway traffic act apply like having plates and insurance. 

5.6 Registration and Insurance 
Regardless of the type of off road vehicle (ATV or dirt bike) all who ride in Li erick 
Forest have to be registered (plated) and the owner  ust have and carry proof of 
insurance. The Off-Road Vehicles Act (ORVA) and Highway Traffic Act (HTA) govern 
off-road vehicle users and detail registration, licensing, insurance, road access and safety 
require ents. 

“3.(1) No person shall dr ve an off-road veh cle except under the author ty of a perm t for 
the veh cle and w th the number plate show ng the number of the perm t d splayed on the veh cle 
 n the manner prescr bed. R.S.O. 1990, c. O.4, s. 3 (1). 

(2) Every dr ver of an off-road veh cle shall carry the perm t for  t or a true copy thereof 
and shall surrender the perm t or copy for  nspect on upon demand of a peace off cer. R.S.O. 
1990, c. O.4, s. 3 (2). 

(3) Subsect on (2) does not apply to a dr ver of an off-road veh cle on land where the 
owner of the veh cle  s the occup er of the land. R.S.O. 1990, c. O.4, s. 3 (3).” 7 

7 Ontario Ministry of Transportation - Off-Road Vehicles  ct (ORV ) and Highway Traffic  ct (HT ) R.S.O. 

1990, c. O.4, s. 3 (1). 
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Insurance costs for off road vehicle owners are increasing. Currently costs increase for 
 otorcycles by the nu ber of cc’s. ATV insurance costs increase with the weight of the 
vehicle. All off road insurance today has personal injury insurance included. This is a 
 andatory change brought forth by the Ontario provincial govern ent. 

5.7 Public Road Access 
Further issues arise when off-road vehicle users drive along the public roads or cross the 
roads to get to another trail. So e feel that the responsibility lies with the rider at that 
point as to whether they want to break the law or not. A certain a ount of 
responsibility should be with the land owner to be aware of the legal ra ifications in 
order to  ake an infor ed decision on increasing or pro oting trail use areas that  ay 
encourage riders to cross or drive along public roads. 

Snow obile users have established a network of trails to enable the to travel fro  
area to area through a co bination of private, crown and public lands. They also are 
per itted to cross public roads and in  ost areas travel on the shoulder of roads to get 
to the next off road trail. Certain restrictions apply but  ost snow obile users abide by 
the rules and the general public are generally co fortable with this arrange ent. 

Other off-road vehicles do not have this advantage. Currently, in the Province of 
Ontario ATV’s and  otorcycles that are not registered and plated for highway use are 
restricted fro driving along the side of or crossing highways. There are however, 
exceptions to this: far ers, trappers and utility workers and for far Northern Ontario 
(approxi ately north of the 50th parallel).8 

5.8 Changes to Provincial Legislation 
Off-road vehicles (ORV’s) are defined as any two or three-wheeled  otorized vehicles 
as well as specific vehicles described by regulations, with four or  ore wheels, intended 
for recreational use. These ORV’s now have  ore access to the shoulder and paved 
portions of so e Ontario highways. These new regulations, effective July 31, 2003, 
apply exclus vely to one category of ORV. 

This is defined as an off-road vehicle that: 
• has four wheels, the tires of which are all in contact with the ground; 
• has steering handlebars; 
• has a seat that is designed to be straddled by the driver; and 
•  eets require ents of federal Motor Vehicle Safety Act (MVSA) and A erican 
National Standards Institute (ANSI standard). 

8 
Ontario Ministry of Transportation-Off Road Vehicles  ct (ORV ) R.S.O. 1990, CH PTER O.4 and Highway 
Traffic Act (HT ) Ontario regulation 316/03 Operation of Off-Road Vehicles on Highways: www.mto.gov.on.ca 
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*New regulations do not apply to other types of off-road vehicles such as  ini-bikes, 
dirt bikes and  oto-cross bikes.9 

5.9 Two  unicipalities Have Their Say 
The H ghway Traff c Act-Operat on of Off-Road Veh cles on H ghways does  ake a provision 
for Municipalities to create their own bylaws to allow off-road vehicle use. 
Two areas near here have created such a bylaw to apply to certain roads within their 
individual  unicipalities. Both these bylaws apply to ATV use only. The United 
Counties of Stor ont, Dundas and Glengarry developed theirs in 2004 and South 
Frontenac Township has recently passed theirs this year. Both have reported this 
arrange ent is working well so far. 
Refer to Appendix K: SD&G - Regulating the Use of ATV’s on County Roads. 
Refer to Appendix L: South Frontenac Township – Bylaw to Regulate ATV Use on  unicipal 
Highways. 

Currently, no township within Leeds and Grenville including the county itself per its 
riders of off-road vehicles (ATV’s or dirt bikes) to drive on any portion of county or 
township roads. 

5.10 Safety 
One local insurance broker noted that the dollar value of personal injury clai s fro off 
road vehicle users is increasing as the type of injury is beco ing  ore serious. This 
sa e broker feels that increased use of ATV’s on the highways is going to cause  ore 
proble s with  ore younger and inexperienced riders taking advantage of the new 
bylaws and pulling out into traffic. Currently riders under 16 years of age can be added 
to their parents insurance with a rider on the policy. This  akes the “legal’ on lands 
owned by their parents not on other land and not on public roads. It was felt that the 
te ptation for these younger riders to drive on roads will increase as  unicipalities 
adopt bylaws to allow ATV’s on roadways. 

The Canada Safety Council states that speed, inexperience, i proper apparel, non-use of 
hel ets and alcohol are co  on factors to the rise in injuries in ATV users. 

“In the category of sports and recreat on, ATV-related act v t es are now the th rd most common 
cause of severe  njur es next to cycl ng and snowmob l ng.” 

It goes on to say that ATV injuries are  ore likely to happen to boys aged 15 to 19 than 
any other group. Refer to Appendix  : Canada Safety Council – The All-Terrain Vehicle Boom 

9 
Ontario Ministry of Transportation- Operation of Off-Road Vehicles on Highways: www.mto.gov.on.ca. Changes 

to the  ct-Frequently  sked Questions. 
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5.11 Future of Off-Roading 
Based on statistics and opinions of businesses interviewed, there appears to be an 
increase in off road vehicle use, particularly ATV riding. Based on this increase there 
will be a need for  ore trail networks to acco  odate these off road vehicle users. 
Co bine this with pressure fro ATV users to lobby  unicipalities to change 
legislation to allow access to roads;  ore and  ore riders will be capable of travelling 
farther and using the existing s aller trail networks. 

Will Li erick Forest be able to  eet this need while  aintaining the current  ulti-use 
policy designed to satisfy all recreational users in the forest? 
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6. RECREATIONAL ACTIVITY IN LIMERICK FOREST 

6.1 Overview 
It’s easy to see the trailers in the parking lots on Forsythe Rd.  ost weekends in the 
su  er waiting for the riders to co e back fro enjoying the trails on their ATV’s and 
dirt bikes. Other areas such as the trails behind the chalet are frequented by hikers; 
fa ilies on an outing and bird watchers. But what other recreational users are visiting 
Li erick Forest? 

For this study surveys were conducted of Li erick Forest Advisory Co  ittee (LFAC) 
 e bers and other local people to try and get an idea of what other recreational activity 
is taking place in Li erick Forest. 

6.2 Telephone Survey Results 
A telephone survey was conducted over a four  onth period of 31 recreational users of 
the forest;  ainly LFAC  e bers. These people were asked nine questions around 
recreational use of Li erick Forest including what activities they have participated in 
over the last year in any parcel of Li erick. 
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When asked if they would participate in certain activities if  ade available to the the 
31 respondents replied as follows: 
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workshops 

Al ost all (26 of the 31 respondents) use the South Tract (chalet off Li erick Rd., Pit 
and Y off Forsythe Rd.) on a regular basis, which is the  ost popular by far. It is 
significant to note that even within this s all group of people quite a few frequent 
parcels of Li erick Forest other than the South Tract. Of these sa e people, 22 also use 
other areas of Li erick for recreational activity such as the North Tract (access off Craig 
Road, Collar Hill or Scotch Line), North Augusta and other s aller areas in Leeds 
County. Refer to Appendix N: Telephone Survey 

This represents a s all cross section of users although their opinions could very well 
 irror those of  any who use Li erick Forest. 

6.3 Recreation Workshop Survey Results 
Another survey was conducted during the Recreation Workshop on May 13, 2006. Of 
the 31 people attending the workshop 21 responded to this written survey. Note that 
so e of these respondents  ay be the sa e people who responded to the telephone 
survey. 

To gain  ore infor ation about recreational use of Li erick Forest respondents were 
asked what activities they have participated in. They were given a few activities to 
choose fro and provided the rest the selves. 
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Recreation Workshop Survey 

Activities In Limerick Forest 

Fifteen of these people indicated they belonged to one or  ore organized recreational 
group with a total of 26 groups  entioned. Six did not belong to any. Respondents 
were also asked to state where else they go for recreation; 24 locations were given in 
each respondent’s own words. Refer to Appendix O: Recreation Workshop Survey of Attendees 

6.4  ember Conducted Survey Results 
A group of 21 LFAC  e bers were asked to interview as  any people they can in the 
forest over a four week period. These results were intended to provide a s all sa ple 
of the activity there during the su  er. Unfortunately the ti e fra e chosen didn’t 
coincide with ti es that the  ajority of these people visited the forest. Reasons such as 
the very hot weather and  osquito season prevented  any fro participating in their 
usual recreational activities. 

One annual event, the Bytown Motorcycle Association fa ily ride took place on July 9, 
2006 in Li erick South (the Pit off Forsythe Rd.) and LFAC  e bers conducted a 
survey of approxi ately 57 people that day. This event draws a large nu ber of people 
fro not only the local area but fro Ottawa and Cornwall areas as well. Refer to 
Appendix P: B A Family Ride Survey. 

Obviously the  ajority of respondents were there to participate in this event. Unlike 
the other two surveys  entioned above, this survey deter ined where people were 
travelling fro that day. It was interesting to see that a large nu ber ca e fro areas a 
considerable distance fro here to participate. Is this an indicator that other organized 
events in Li erick Forest could have the sa e potential for drawing tourists? 
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7. ORGANIZED TRAIL USER GROUPS 

7.1 Overview 
Although statistics are not available on all individual users of Li erick Forest, it is felt 
that the  ajority of recreational users (particularly hikers) in Li erick do not belong to 
any groups; they just co e out on their own and have done so for  any years. There 
are other popular activities (pri arily trail users) for which clubs or organizations have 
been for ed. These groups have strong  e berships and provide a collective voice 
when lobbying govern ent or presenting an i age to the general public. 

Although not all participants of a specific recreational activity belong to one of these 
groups it is i portant to be aware of the groups present in this area and who  ay have 
 e bers frequenting the forest. An opportunity exists, through these groups, to 
pro ote awareness, provide education and obtain volunteer assistance for Li erick 
Forest. Below is a sampl ng of organized recreational groups who are in this area and 
have  e bers frequenting the trails in Li erick Forest. 

7.2 Trail Riding 
“Tra l r d ng  s a prem er act v ty  n L mer ck Forest and draws part c pants from great 
d stances, commonly as far as two hours away. ATVs, motorcycles, horses and mounta n b kes 
all share the ex st ng forest access roads and tra ls that for the most part are conf ned w th n 
L mer ck Forest. The tra l r ders are represented locally, to vary ng degrees, by the r respect ve 
clubs. Organ zed events and r des have been hosted by the var ous clubs  n the past”.10 

7.3 The Ontario Trails Council 
This council was established in 1988 and started as a coalition of trail user groups, such 
as hikers, cyclists, snow obilers, equestrians, etc. with a shared interest in trails and the 
conservation of abandoned rail lines for use as trails. Me bership has broadened to 
include other si ilar trail organizations and others with si ilar interests and values. 

The Ontario Trails Council (OTC) Goals are as follows: 
-Encourage the establish ent of the Trilliu  Trail Network. 
-Increase the nu ber, length, variety and accessibility of trails throughout the province. 
-Provide govern ent and other public bodies with an infor ed, credible voice in 
support of trail interest groups. 
-Pro ote the safe and responsible use of trails. 
-Act as a provincial resource centre for trail infor ation. 

Refer to Appendix Q: Ontario Trails Council – Trail Etiquette 

10 
Limerick Forest Long Range Management Plan, 2003 
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7.4 The Ontario Federation of Trail Riders 
The Ontario Federation of Trail Riders (OFTR) was incorporated in 1992 with the goal of 
educating riders and pro oting safe and responsible riding. Their  andate is to source, 
create and  aintain a trail network in Ontario for safe, fa ily use by off road 
 otorcyclist, as well as any other good intentioned users and to provide a strong voice 
supported by a substantial  e bership to represent trail users to ensure, to our best 
ability, that these trails continue to be available. Refer to Appendix R: OFTR Code of Conduct 

7.5 Bytown  otorcycle Association 
The Bytown Motorcycle Association (BMA) is a group of off-road  otorcycle 
enthusiasts dedicated to preserving and expanding dirt bike riding opportunities in the 
Ottawa area and Eastern Ontario. Currently there are 153  e bers with the average 
age being 36; although there are a quite a few children included in the fa ily 
 e berships. The  e bership is extre ely diverse, both de ographically and 
geographically, being spread across Eastern Ontario, Western Quebec, and even into the 
USA. Even with the increasing nu ber of dirt bike riders in Li erick only 25% of the  
are actually BMA  e bers. 

Dave Percival, president of the BMA, felt that the Li erick trails appeal to a large 
nu ber of people,  ostly fro the local area. So e hard core riders do prefer  ore 
challenging and longer sections of trails than Li erick has to offer. He suggested that 
so e of the trails are getting quite a bit of traffic and consideration should be given to 
closing so e and opening new ones to keep the balance between nature and recreation 
use. Dave also suggested that so e areas should be left for wildlife with no trails at all. 

Grant Wood  e bership and co  unications and LFAC  e ber co  ented on the 
future of off road enjoy ent: he felt that there needs to be so e control on the riders 
who do not respect proper trail etiquette. He also sees a future where  anufacturers 
will produce  ore dual sport (certified road worthy) and quieter dirt bikes. 

7.6 The Ontario Federation of All Terrain Vehicles 
The Ontario Federation of All Terrain Vehicles (OFATV) is a volunteer driven, not-for-
profit organization, dedicated to trail  aintenance and develop ent through local 
volunteer clubs. They represent and provide insurance to all ATV users who have a 
current  e bership. In Eastern Ontario however not very  any groups are  e bers 
and none in this area. Refer to Appendix S: OFATV 

“The OFATV bel eves the future of ut l z ng a tra l  n the outdoors  s d rectly related to how 
clubs and  ts members use  t today. Our gu del nes w ll promote safe and respons ble r d ng on 
tra ls and protect our env ronment at the same t me.” 11 

11 
Ontario Federation of  ll Terrain Vehicles – www.ofatv.com 
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7.7 The Johnstown ATV Club 
The Johnstown ATV Club is the only re aining ATV club in this area and currently 
represent and provide insurance to approxi ately 230 ATV users. They have their own 
trail networks and by having a current  e bership to the club (or purchase a day pass) 
you have access to  aps to freely use this trail network. 

The Benefits of Me bership: “To meet people w th s m lar  nterests, enjoy organ zed tra l 
r des (we w ll never abandon you), year round r d ng, safety, fun, perm ss on to access over 200 
km of ma nta ned tra ls, passage over pr vate lands, clubhouse fac l t es (always open to 
members), ample park ng, and so forth…” 

Co  ents on Li erick Forest: “Our tra ls prov de access to L mer ck Forest. The L mer ck 
Forest Adv sory Comm ttee welcomes us to use the forest  n a respons ble manner. There are 
some areas  n L mer ck Forest that may be des gnated as env ronmentally sens t ve. Please respect 
these areas and keep to the tra ls. In L mer ck Forest, you should expect to encounter motor b kes, 
h kers, horseback r ders, other ATVs, and other forest users. Approach turns and bl nd crests 
w th caut on. There  s no part cular d rect on of travel on these tra ls”. 

This club recognizes that their trail syste is rich with natural inhabitants. Part of their 
concern for the environ ent states: “Th s  s the r home; th s  s why we ask that you constra n 
your ATV use to the tra ls. We promote pert nent use of ATVs w th n these w lds and ask that 
you respect the hab tat of the br o dunes.”12 

Johnstown ATV Club Trail Supervisor and Director (and LFAC  e ber), John Foot sees 
this recreational activity getting bigger and bigger over ti e. He sees the i portance of 
 ore trail accessibility and plans are underway to lobby local  unicipalities for 
per ission to ride ATV’s responsibly on the sides of roads and crossing where 
necessary to access  ore off road trails. 

7.8 International  ountain Bike Association 
Although the  ajority of people who enjoy  ountain biking do so on a li ited basis 
there are  ore serious and dedicated  ountain bikers who have for ed the 
International Mountain Bike Association (IMBA), which has a Canadian affiliate. 

Threatened by trail closures throughout California, five  ountain bike clubs joined to 
for IMBA in 1988. Since then, IMBA's worldwide network of  ore than 32,000 
individuals and 450 clubs has been bringing out the best in  ountain biking by 
encouraging low i pact riding, volunteer trail work participation, cooperation a ong 
different trail user groups, and innovative trail  anage ent solutions. 

12 
Johnstown  TV Club – www.johnstownatvclub.org 
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In 2002, IMBA hired Ontario, Canada natives Mark Sch idt and Lora Woolner as 
leaders of the award-winning Subaru/IMBA Trail Care Crew progra . In the su  er 
of 2004, Sch idt and Woolner opened the first-ever Canadian IMBA office. Sch idt 
and Woolner will enhance IMBA's presence in Canada by: 

• Continuing to offer trail  anage ent assistance to Canadian land  anagers and 
cycling clubs; 

• I proving co  unication a ong Canadian  ountain bike groups; 
• Leading the effort to develop political influence for  ountain bikers at provincial 
and national levels; 

• Providing professional trail design, education, and consulting services under the 
auspices of the fee-based IMBA Trail Solutions progra . Refer to Appendix T: 
International  ountain Bike Association (I BA) 

7.9 Brockville Endo  ountain Biking Club 

There are a growing nu ber of  ountain bike users taking advantage of the challenging 
single track trails in Li erick. A group has for ed locally and with its 103  e bers are 
introducing  ountain bikers of every age and skill level to Li erick Forest. 

This year  arked the second year for an organized  ountain bike race held in the Pit 
(off Forsythe Rd.). This successful event was hosted by South Grenville District High 
School and involved 80 high school students fro 17 local high schools. Co petition 
was divided into six classes with trophies,  edals and $4000 worth of prizes given out. 

Currently there is an organized  ountain bike group ride held every other Monday 
night in Li erick. Peter Meier fro the Brockville Endo Mountain Biking Club says that 
there has never been a conflict on the trails. They share the single track trails with dirt 
bikers and when they hear the co ing they pull off to let the go by.13 

13 
Brockville Endo Mountain Biking Club website: www.endo.newpublishing.com 
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7.10 Equine Canada 
Horseback riders and drivers frequent the Li erick trails off Forsythe Rd.; both at the 
Pit and Y East and West. Equine Canada is their National representation. Their 
 ission state ent is: 
-To prov de leadersh p for a v able equ ne  ndustry  n Canada, 
-To create and foster an env ronment whereby Canad ans ach eve enjoyment from horses and 
sport excellence, 
-To encourage  nterest, 
-To promote educat on, safety and fa r play, 
-To advance all equ ne and equestr an  nterests, 
-To be the off c al nat onal vo ce of the equ ne commun ty, 
-To be the nat onal govern ng body for equestr an sport  n Canada. 
Equ ne Canada membersh p  s automat c once you have jo ned your prov nc al federat on or 
nat onally aff l ated assoc at on.14 

7.11 Ontario Equestrian Federation 
The Ontario Equestrian Federation is the u brella organization co  itted to equine 
welfare, and to providing leadership and support to individuals, associations and 
industries in Ontario's horse co  unity. It represents over 13,000 Individual  e bers, 
35 equine breed and discipline associations, and  ore than 200 equine-related 
businesses to various levels of govern ent, affiliated organizations and the general 
public. They are: Instrumental  n the establ shment of safety standards and the passage of 
leg slat on that requ res the use of approved helmets by youth wh le on horseback, the OEF str ves 
to ensure a safe and enjoyable exper ence for all part c pants. 15 

7.12 The Eastern Ontario Horses of Course Club 
Founded in 2000, this group draws participants fro a wide area surrounding the towns 
of Winchester, South Mountain and Ke ptville. Me bership is open to people of all 
ages, and is not restricted by breed of horse or discipline of equestrian activity. 
Ai s of the group: 
-To promote the many excellent breeds of l ght and heavy horses found  n Eastern Ontar o; 
-To prov de a mutually-support ve venue for the d ssem nat on of  nformat on and for the shar ng 
of expert se; 
-To foster a soc ally act ve, non-compet t ve atmosphere for enjoy ng our horses; and 
-To work together for the benef t of other horse clubs and organ zat ons w th n the reg on. 16 

Local groups also include Leeds County Draft Horse Club and Eastern Ontario Pleasure 
Driving Society. 

14 
Equine Canada website: www.equinecanada.ca 

15 
Ontario Equestrian Federation website: www.horse.on.ca 

16 
Eastern Ontario Horses of Course Club website: www.igs.net/~vkirkwoodhp/eohc.htm 
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7.13 Snowmobile Users 
“The Leeds and Grenv lle Snowmob le Assoc at on (LGSA) w th  ts 5 snowmob le clubs and 
1,100 members are aff l ated w th the Ontar o Federat on of Snowmob le Clubs (OFSC). These 5 
snowmob le clubs (Athens, El zabethtown, Grenv lle, Kemptv lle and R deau R dge R ders) 
cooperat vely ma nta n 1000+ km of groomed tra l  n UCLG. 

In 2001 there were approx mately 30 km of ma nta ned snowmob le tra ls through L mer ck 
Forest. These tra ls are s gned, ma nta ned and groomed to four meters w de by the LGSA. Some 
of these tra ls are on townsh p road allowances; others are located on L mer ck Forest roads. 
Unl ke most of the other motor zed recreat on  n L mer ck Forest, snowmob le tra ls are generally 
thoroughfares and represent a small segment of an overall prov nc al tra l system.” 17 

Not  uch of this infor ation has changed although the  e bership in the Leeds and 
Grenville Association has gone down by around 200, to 900  e bers this year. 

7.14 Ontario Federation of Snowmobile Clubs 
The Ontar o Federat on of Snowmob le Clubs (OFSC) is dedicated to providing strong 
leadership and support to  e ber clubs and volunteers, to establishing and 
 aintaining quality snow obile trails which are used in a safe and environ entally 
responsible  anner and to furthering the enjoy ent of organized snow obiling. Refer 
to Appendix U: Ontario Federation of Snowmobile Clubs 

A Survey of Snow obile Per it Holders in Ontario was conducted over the 2004-2005 
season prepared for Paula Neice & Associates by PMG Consulting to deter ine the 
econo ic i pact of the 2004-2005 snow obile season in Ontario. 

-The average age of a snowmob le user  s  n the r 40’s. 
-Snowmob lers have been sledd ng, on average, for 11-15 years and approx mately 2-3 
t mes per week. 
-The largest by far of snowmob le users r de on organ zed tra ls on pr vate or crown 
land; 30% of them travell ng 1000-1999 km per year! 
-Half of the perm t holders also part c pate  n ATV r d ng and b cycl ng and 
approx mately 25% motorcycle. 

What  s also  nterest ng  s that snowmob le r ders d ffer from ATV r ders or d rt b kers  n that 
they tend to travel longer d stances w th each tr p and 40% stay overn ght somewhere as part of 
the r tr p.18 

17 
Limerick Forest Long Range Management Plan, 2003 – Snowmobile Use 

18 
Survey Permit Holders in Ontario, 2004-2005 season, PMG Consulting, available by contacting the Ontario 

Federation of Snowmobile Clubs. 
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7.15 Snowmobile  embership Numbers Declining 
Although snow obiling re ains a very popular and well organized activity in this 
province there has been a decline in users; this fro  e bership results. Keep in  ind 
that in order to use any official snow obile trail in this province you  ust be a  e ber. 

Bruce Robinson, LFAC  e ber and president of OFSC, reports that quite a few 
snow obile users are now turning to ATV’s; so e have just given up co pletely. 

In the year 2000 11,000 per its for snow obiles were sold within Eastern Ontario 
District 1; this year only 8800-8900 was sold. Bruce says they’ve lost the “part ti er”; 
the person who snow obiles fro the ho e. The co  itted hard core users however 
are still there. The nu ber 1 reason people are leaving this activity is lack of snow. The 
nu ber 2 reason is safety; a fear of being hurt or killed. 

OFSC 

Ontario Federation of Snow obile Clubs 
200,000 fa ily  e berships 

17 districts 

Leeds & Grenville Snowmobile 
Association 

1200  e bers 
Groo s 1000 k of trails 

5 Clubs: 
Ke ptville Snow obile Klub 

Athens and District Snow obile Club 
Elizabethtown Snow obile Club 
Grenville Snow obile Association 

Rideau Ridge Riders Snow obile Club 

Eastern Ontario District 1 

Sells over 10,000 per its per year 
33 clubs and associations 

Over 5000 k of  arked groo ed trails 
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8. HUNTING AND FISHING 

8.1 Overview 
Another significant group, although not li ited to using only the trails in Li erick, are 
the hunters. This is a widely participated in activity and has been through the history of 
this area and in Li erick Forest over  any generations. 

“Hunt ng for wh teta l deer, waterfowl and small game  s a trad t onal fall act v ty  n L mer ck 
Forest. Hunters are prov nc ally represented by the Ontar o Federat on of Anglers and Hunters 
and locally by f sh and game clubs, hunt ng camps and  nd v duals. The Grenv lle F sh and 
Game Club  s the largest club  n the area w th 625 members. Wh teta l deer  s the most sought 
after spec es  n L mer ck Forest and  n recent years hunt ng opportun t es have  ncreased.” 19 

8.2 Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters 
The Ontar o Federat on of Anglers and Hunters (OFAH)  s a non-prof t, reg stered char ty, 
ded cated to protect ng woodland and wetland hab tat, conserv ng our prec ous f sh and w ldl fe 
stocks and promot ng outdoor educat on. The Federat on  s recogn zed as an  nfluent al 
env ronmental watchdog, lobby ng for conservat on of our natural resources at all levels of 
government. The OFAH represents tens-of-thousands outdoor enthus asts and gets results for 
conservat on. Together, the Vo ce of Anglers and Hunters cont nues to block pol t cal attacks on 
our outdoor trad t ons as well as an mal r ghts campa gns that are already target ng classrooms 
and the med a. Refer to Appendix V: Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters 

8.3 Grenville Fish and Game Club 
The Grenv lle F sh & Game Club  s located on Campbell Road North just off MacIntosh Road 
north of the Town of Prescott, Ontar o. Alternat vely, due south of the V llage of Maynard, 
Ontar o on Campbell Road. We have the follow ng act v ty comm ttees; Archery: Trap: F sh ng: 
R fle: P stol: Black Powder: IPSC: and Cowboy Act on Shoot ng. The Grenv lle F sh & Game 
Club  s proud to be aff l ated w th the Ontar o Federat on of Anglers and Hunters20 

8.4 Ducks Unlimited 

DUC –  etland and  ildlife Conservation in Ontario 
Ducks Unl m ted Canada (DUC) has conserved over 900,000 acres of wetland hab tat  n Ontar o 
work ng w th many partners  nclud ng over 1700 pr vate landowners. 
W th  ts many lakes and water systems, Ontar o  s an  mportant prov nce for wetlands and 
waterfowl hab tat. Its many waterways and natural areas benef t both w ldl fe and people. 
Ontar o  s also home to over a th rd of the ent re populat on of Canada. As a result, human 
act v ty cont nues to threaten wetlands and the r assoc ated hab tats throughout the prov nce. 

19 
Limerick Forest Long Range Management Plan, 2003 - Hunting 

20 
Grenville Fish and Game Club website: www.grenvillefishandgame.com 
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Ducks Unl m ted Canada (DUC)  s act ve throughout Ontar o to conserve these natural areas 
and help ensure that they rema n a part of Ontar o’s landscape  nto the future. 

DUC recogn zes that  n a prov nce that hosts fully 38% of the country’s populat on, enhanced 
publ c pol c es to protect wetlands w ll ult mately be the key to our conservat on success. The 
contr but on that wetlands make to our water resources  s a key publ c pol cy  ssue. 

In th s regard, DUC subm tted a State of the Sc ence report on wetlands and water qual ty to the 
Walkerton Inqu ry. DUC was subsequently named to the Source Protect on Adv sory Comm ttee 
as well as the Nutr ent Management Comm ttee to prov de adv ce on the l nk between wetlands, 
watersheds and our soc ety. DUC encourages wetland protect on  n mun c pal plann ng. 

DUC – Our Position on Hunting 
Ducks Unl m ted Canada  s strongly supported by both hunters and non-hunters. These people 
recogn ze the value of wetlands and the r assoc ated hab tats, and that wetland conservat on has 
many th ngs to offer Canad ans. 

Ducks Unl m ted Canada (DUC) was founded  n 1938 by sportsmen. These conservat on-m nded 
 nd v duals recogn zed that conserv ng wetlands helps to ensure the future of waterfowl 
populat ons. 

DUC supports the susta nable use and harvest of renewable resources based on sound sc ence. 

DUC supports waterfowl hunt ng, when conducted  n an eth cal and susta nable manner, as a 
leg t mate and acceptable use of a renewable resource. 

DUC does not d rect resources toward the  nfluence of f rearm or hunt ng leg slat on unless the 
leg slat on  s clearly and d rectly related to waterfowl hab tat conservat on.21 

21 
Ducks Unlimited Canada website: www.ducks.ca 
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9. OTHER AREAS FOR OUTDOOR RECREATION 

9.1 Overview 
As part of the research needed to deter ine whether or not to pro ote Li erick Forest 
trail networks locally or beyond, it would be wise to be aware of what other areas are 
available for the sa e recreational activities. The following is a list of so e of the areas 
open for public recreational use and what uses are per itted in each. So e of these 
areas have fees to enter while others are free. 

There are  any areas in Ontario for people to enjoy outdoor recreation. So, what would 
entice people to co e to Li erick Forest? For one thing Li erick Forest see s to be one 
of the very few (if not the only) truly  ulti-use area with very few restrictions and no 
user fees. That in itself is quite an acco plish ent! 

9.2 Non- otorized Use Areas 
• The Landon Bay Centre, Gananoque, ON (1000 Islands Parkway) 
225 acres Ecological Reserve within the Frontenac Arch Biosphere Reserve 
Walking only, dogs on leash. 
At The Landon Bay Centre, the Foundation offers opportunities for 
environ ental education, with an extensive network of walking trails, a scenic 
look-out, a large  eeting hall, and a fa ily ca pground. 

• Gananoque Trails, City of Gananoque 
8.8 k peri eter hiking only trail, divided into 3 return to trailhead loops. 

• Rideau Trail Association 
Kingston to Ottawa-divided up into clubs: Ottawa, Central (Perth) and Kingston. 
300 k , with added loops and side trails, a total of 387 k . 
Free. 
Walking only (organized hikes offered year round), dogs not reco  ended. 
So e sections suitable for skiing and snowshoeing, hunting per itted. 

• Cataraqui Region Conservation Authority (CRCA) 
6 conservation areas within the CRCA jurisdiction - used for recreation. 
Total 1961 hectares of conservation land. 
Hiking, snowshoeing and cross country skiing. 
Bicycling is per itted but not pro oted due to da age that can be done. 
Dogs  ust always be on a leash. 
Fees or Donation Requested. 

1) Little Cataraqui Creek (City of Kingston) 
394 hectare site. 
There are areas of  arsh, field and forest habitat and excellent outdoor 
recreation facilities. 
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2) Lemoine Point (City of Kingston) 
136 hectares of forest, field and  arsh, with a spectacular waterfront. 
11k of trails. 

3)Gould Lake (Township of South Frontenac) 
589 hectares of wilderness. 

4) Parrott's Bay (Loyalist Township) 
75.6 hectares of woods and wetlands. 
5k of trails cross woodland, wetland and field areas. 

5) ac Johnson Wildlife Area (Township of Elizabethtown-Kitley, City 
of Brockville) 
532 hectares, 11k of trails. 
Free-public use fa ilies and s all groups. Over 30 people, $1/person. 

6) Lyn Valley (Township of Elizabethtown-Kitley) 
S all trail syste . This area pri arily used for swi  ing. 

• Ganaraska Hiking Trail 
Begins Port Hope and connects with Bruce Trail near Glen Huron. 
With side trails it is about 500 k . long 
Hiking, cross country skiing and snowshoeing only- ini u i pact standard to 
protect the environ ent. 

• St Lawrence Islands National Park,  allorytown Landing 
S all National Park-pri arily located on islands. 
1.7 k walking trail (800 of which is barrier-free). The trail travels through 
woodland and wetland habitats and transects the property, a Loyalist far that 
was cultivated until 1956. 
Fees. Ca ping per itted. 

• Rideau Valley Conservation Authority - www.rideauvalley.on.ca 
10 conservation areas-Ottawa S., Perth & Crosby areas and N.W. of Westport. 
Hiking, dogs on leash, dogs prohibited at Perth Wildlife Reserve. 

1) Chapman  ills (west bank of the Rideau River on Regional Road 73) 
(for er Highway 16), 23 acres 

2) Baxter Conservation (between  anotick and Kemptville) 
68 hectares of outdoor fun! Follow over five kilo etres of trails through 
wetlands, conifer plantations,  ixed forest, alder thickets, nut groves and 
a solar energy display. 
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3)Dickinson Square (heart of  anotick Village) This historic location 
highlights Watson's Mill — a 19th century grist  ill. 

4) Foley  ountain (just outside of Westport) 
325 hectares (800 acres) of woods, ponds and fields. 

5) eisel Woods (Central Frontenac) 130-acre property is an excellent 
exa ple of Preca brian Shield land. 

6) ill Pond Conservation (Highway 15 between Portland and 
Lombardy) 6 k . of wilderness trails. 

7) Rideau Ferry, 10 acre shoreline property located at Rideau Ferry. 

8) Perth Wildlife Reserve (Cty. Rd. 1 between Perth & Rideau Ferry) 
257 hectare reserve. 

9) Portland Bay, A si ple, lakeside picnic area along Hwy. 15 in Portland. 

10)W.A. Taylor Conservation (Regional Road 19 near Osgoode) 
boat launch and picnic area. 

• Algonquin Provincial Park 
7725 sq. k . 
Ca ping, hiking and so e bicycle trails. 

• Ferguson Forest, Kemptville 
Adjoins over 300 hectares of forested Crown land. 
Walking, skiing and snowshoeing, along the  any trails and forest roads. 
The Manage ent Trail, a 2.3 kilo etre self-guided walking trail designed to 
further your understanding of forestry in Eastern Ontario, takes you through a 
variety of both natural and planted forest types co  on to this part of eastern 
Ontario. 

9.3 Shared-Use, Including  otorized (restrictions may apply) 
• Trans Canada Trail 
Shared-use trail, acco  odating five core activities: walking, cycling, horseback 
riding, cross country skiing and snow obiling. 

• Cataraqui Trail (Part of the Trans Canada Trail system) 
Follows old CN rail line fro Strathcona (near Napanee) North to S iths Falls. 
104 k . 
Hiking, bicycling, horseback riding, cross country skiers and snow obiles. 
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Dogs on leash. No Hunting. 
We encourage all users to purchase an annual (Jan to Dec) $25  e bership. 

• Ganaraska Region Forest, North of Port Hope 
Ganaraska Conservation Authority Forest -www.grca.on.ca 
10,500 acre. Fee for use. 
Multi Use Trails: hiking, bicycling, horseback riding, skiing, snowshoeing, dirt 
biking, snow obiling and ATV’s per itted. 
Hunting and  otorized restrictions in Central section. 
Central: Passive use area, hiking,  ountain biking and horseback riding only. 
East and West Sections:  ulti use. 

• Calabogie Area 
Unofficial  ulti use trail network in the Calabogie area enco passing crown 
land, private land (per ission required) and the abandoned K&P Rail bed. 

• Larose Forest (Prescott & Russell) 
Approxi ately 10,900 ha. The bulk of the Forest lies just southwest of Bourget. 
The United Counties of Prescott and Russell owned. 
Officially uses per itted are hiking, cross country skiing, horses, ATV’s and 
snow obiles. The BMA and OFTR are presently working with the counties for 
trail access for dirt bikes. 

• The Prescott Russell Recreational Trail (United Counties of Prescott and 
Russell from east to west) 
72-k rail-to-trail conversion. 
Hiking, cycling, and snow obiling. 
ATVs or any other  otorized vehicle (except snow obiles in the winter) are 
strictly prohibited on the trail. 

• Ottawa City Forests 
Three forests open to the public for recreational use. 

1) Torbolton Forest West Carlton, Constance Bay 
200 hectares. 
Hiking, cross country skiing (quite popular), horses per itted,  ountain 
biking, dogs on leash only and Snow obile only  otorized use. 
No hunting. 

2) arlborough Forest, North Gower 
Co bination of Crown, private and city Land. 
City portion = 12, 200 hectares. 
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Within city area: Hiking, cross country skiing, horses per itted on specific 
trails only, dogs on leash,  ountain biking and snow obile only. 
Hunting per itted. Paintball in separate area. Scientific research popular. 

3) Cumberland, East of Ottawa in Cumberland 
Just under 600 hectares. 
Hiking, cross country skiing, horses per itted,  ountain biking, dogs on 
leash only and Snow obile only  otorized use. No Hunting. 

• South Nation Conservation Authority Forest 
Three developed recreational trails: 

1)Warwick Forest Trail, East of Berwick on Cty. Rd 9. 
Over 3.5 k of trail. 
Hiking, cross country skiing, snowshoeing, horseback riding or 
snow obiling. Dogs on leash. 

2) Robert Graham Trail, Township of South Dundas on cty rd 18, 5 km 
west of Glen Stewart. 
57 hectare forest-over 5.5 k of trail. 
Hiking only. 

3) Alfred Bog Boardwalk, off con rd 11, south of the village of Alfred. 
Hiking only. 
Very sensitive and beautiful, peat bog, class 1 PSW. 

• Crown Land- inistry of Natural Resources 
Most Crown land (owned by the provincial govern ent and  anaged by 
Ministry of Natural Resources) is accessible to the public for  ultiple recreational 
uses with very few restrictions. Contact MNR for uses per itted on specific 
parcels of land. 

Currently there is an opportunity co  ent on the province's new Crown Land 
Use Atlas, available online at http://crownlanduseatlas. nr.gov.on.ca and 
http://www.ontarioslivinglegacy.co /crownlanduseatlas 
and at a nu ber of district and regional offices. 

This atlas is a valuable tool for accessing local land use policies for Crown lands. 
Anglers, hunters, snow obilers and other recreational users will find the atlas to 
be a useful source of infor ation. Environ ental and conservation groups and 
co panies involved in forestry and  ining can also use the atlas to find out what 
activities are per itted on specific parcels of Crown lands. 
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10. THE IDEAL TRAIL 

10.1 Overview 
The ter “ideal trail”  eans so ething different to everybody. Within Li erick Forest 
very differing groups all share the  ulti use trail network. How satisfied are each with 
what there is to offer the and how  uch detail is being considered when preparing 
trails to suit these varied users? 

The following represents infor ation and opinions obtained through interviews fro  
 any individual users and groups on what they prefer as their “ideal trail”. It is 
i portant to note that not all recreational users have the sa e criteria and a lot are very 
satisfied sharing others’ “ideal trail”. So e suggestions were given as well that apply to 
Li erick Forest. 

10.2 Cross Country Skiing 
Most skiers like to create tracks in the snow and  aintain this trail for their own use, 
although so e have indicated that using the harder packed snow obile trails works 
well. If Li erick is to  aintain its  ulti use policy it would be hard to allocate specific 
trails for cross country skiing only, although not i possible. If areas were set aside for 
non  otorized use and signs were posted infor ing the public that a local cross country 
group was  aintaining a certain section it could work. 

10.3 Horseback Riding and Driving 
Horseback riders can pretty  uch use any of the Li erick trails that are wide enough 
(like the double track trails) and have enough vertical clearance (10 feet) for a horse. 
They like to have trails with good footing and specifically for the drivers (with wagons) 
no banks and loop style trails because wagons are difficult to turn around. Riders have 
also indicated that they would like access to at least 15-20 k s. of trails. 

For the  ost part horseback riders don’t have a proble sharing trails with other users. 
So e have indicated that they would prefer  otorized vehicles to just go slowly by the 
horses while others would like the riders of bikes and ATV’s to stop and let the horses 
go by. Most horse people indicate that if the horse can’t tolerate a vehicle they shouldn’t 
be in a  ulti use forest. Any conflicts see to be with the rider of a  otorized vehicle 
with total disregard to other users on the trails, horse or not. What clearly needs to 
happen is education on the part of both parties. 

Another potential conflict see s to be loose dogs; or owners of dogs who are not in 
control of their dogs. Again, public awareness and education co bined with 
 onitoring could help alleviate this potential proble in the future. One thing that is 
lacking and a possible deterrent to horse people co ing to Li erick is the lack of trailer 
space for parking. This includes getting turned around and off loading the horses in a 
safe area far enough off the road away fro traffic. 
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10.4 Dirt Bike Riding 
The dirt bikers I spoke to are very pleased with Li erick Forest and what it has to offer 
in trail networks for the . Li erick Forest offers easy to challenging single track trails 
(approx. 3’ wide) as well as wider double track trails (6 ‘ and up) for the beginner. 
Riders describe the single track,  ulti loop trails as providing tight, technical turns that 
require slower driving. There are a few hills which so e riders like and  any areas 
with sand or trees in the trail to contend with. The  ajority of these bike trails are in the 
“Pit” and “Y” areas off Forsythe Road and are  aintained for the  ost part by  e bers 
of the Bytown Motorcycle Association (BMA). 

The BMA riders see to be very conscience and courteous when sharing the trail. There 
is a genuine concern a ong BMA  e bers that irresponsible bike riders who use the 
trails are causing proble s and generating co plaints for this sport as a whole. 

It has been noted that so e of the existing trails are beco ing well worn with tree roots 
sticking up and lack of soil protecting the . Several bike riders have suggested that 
these trails be closed down for awhile to give the ti e to recover and new trails be 
created near the existing ones to take the traffic. 

10.5  ountain Biking 
Most Li erick Forest trails (if not all) are suited to  ountain biking. There see s to be 
quite a few people who frequent the “Pit” area, off Forsythe Rd. to  ountain bike on the 
sa e trails the dirt bikes use. Both parties have not indicated any conflicts at all. The 
 ountain bikers tend to hear the dirt bikes co ing and get off the trail for the to go 
by. The dirt bikers are aware of the  ountain bikers and slow down. Peter Meier fro  
The Brockville Endo Mountain Biking Club rates Li erick trails at a 2-3 out of a possible 
5, with 5 being the  ost challenging. 

Other areas such as the North Tract are good for beginner to inter ediate riders as the 
trails are  ostly flat and not difficult. There are also quite a few people (not  e bers of 
any group) who like to  ountain bike but really aren’t sure where to go within 
Li erick. So e have found their own areas that they are now fa iliar with but would 
like to explore new areas. There is a need for education and  aps for people wanting to 
explore Li erick by  ountain bike. 

A local initiative called “Bike South Grenville” has established bicycle trails throughout 
South Grenville. One route takes in a portion of Li erick Forest. This 35 kilo etre 
route is called North Augusta and L mer ck Forest Route.22 

22 
Bike South Grenville website: www.bikesouthgrenville.com 
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10.6 Running 
Li erick Forest, although very conducive to walking, doesn’t see to hold the interest 
of the running co  unity. It was pointed out to  e fro the Brockville Road Runners 
that  ost runners are training for races which requires flat, safe (no tree stu ps and 
roots) trails or tracks to run on. 

10.7 ATV Riding 
This activity is growing at a huge rate. Local ATV dealers have indicated that sales have 
increased dra atically in the past 5 years (see data fro dealers earlier in this study). 

ATV users have the ability to go pretty  uch everywhere and that see s to be a concern 
with the general public. Unfortunately the few irresponsible riders out there are giving 
this entire activity a bad na e. 

In Li erick Forest ATV users share the trails with everyone else although the wider 
double track trails in the “Pit” and the “Y” off Forsythe Rd. are easier to access for the . 
As they seek harder,  ore challenging areas so e of the single track trails are being 
atte pted in so e areas of Li erick. 

Although a large portion of ATV users are young and seek the thrill and challenge of the 
trail there are still a nu ber of users who prefer to tour for a day, have lunch and get off 
the vehicle to enjoy nature. 

This diverse user group is hard to exa ine with so  any not being  e bers of any 
club; however with the steadily increasing nu bers of people participating in this 
activity and changes in road use legislation it is very i portant to try. Public awareness 
and education of Li erick’s  ulti-use policy could begin with the  e bers of 
organized clubs helping to spread the word on safe responsible and legal ATV use. 
Fro there  aking sure that Li erick offers enough trails to satisfy the future of off 
road ATV riding. 

10.8 Snowmobiling 
The designated snow obile trails in this province are exclusively for snow obile use, 
by  e bers of snow obile clubs with per its. However, within Li erick Forest 
boundaries these trails beco e  ulti-use. This is recognised and accepted by the 
associations although not all snow obilers are happy with this arrange ent. It was 
reported to  e that there have been a few argu ents regarding who has a right to use 
the trail. Overall the syste within Li erick is working. 

Snow obile users tend to cover a larger geographic area and use the trails to go fro  
point “A” to point “B”. This is in contrast to dirt bikers and ATV users who like the 
challenge of the trail network regardless of how long the trail is. Li erick Forest has 
only a s all seg ent of snow obile trails which act as a thoroughfare for the . 
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Outside Li erick the unofficial word fro the associations is that cross country skiers 
and hikers/dog walkers are not a proble to use their trails. However things change in 
the other three seasons due to the fact that snow obile trails travel through private land 
and private land owners have only given per ission to snow obile clubs and only in 
winter. 

10.9 Hiking 
The individual hiking or walking in Li erick Forest does so for a nu ber of reasons. 
So e go for a leisurely stroll with their fa ilies on a Sunday afternoon while others go 
specifically to look for birds and other wildlife. So e people are fortunate to live close 
to Li erick Forest and regularly walk their dogs there. Whatever the purpose, hikers 
tend to want a quiet and peaceful area to walk in. 

In the telephone survey conducted the  ajority of respondents stated that they thought 
that so e areas or trails should be restricted to certain recreational activities only. In 
conversation with these people and nu erous other hikers it was found that although 
 ost agree with the  ulti-use policy they would still like to have an area set aside free 
fro  otorized activity. Refer to Appendix N: Telephone Survey Results 

10.10 Geocaching 
This is a relatively new activity which is si ilar to orienteering using a GPS unit instead 
of a co pass. This outdoor activity allows you to enjoy the outdoors while trying to 
find a location where a prize (cache) is hidden. People taking up this hobby are using a 
co bination of car, ATV,  ountain bike and walking to find the caches. The idea is to 
take a prize in the hidden container and leave so ething in its place. 

There are two geocaching websites in Ontario where you can locate the coordinates to 
caches and report your findings and co  ents later. 

“Geocach ng  s a recreat onal act v ty that comb nes "h gh tech" w th enjoyment of the outdoors. 
Us ng the Global Pos t on ng System (GPS), Geocachers place a conta ner (also known as a 
"Geocache")  n a h dden spot & mark the pos t on w th the r GPS rece vers. The coord nates of 
the conta ner's pos t on are posted on the Internet (the most popular s te be ng 
www.Geocach ng.com). Other Geocachers enter the conta ner's coord nates  nto the r own GPS 
rece vers & seek the conta ner. When found they s gn the logbook and may exchange  tems. They 
then place the conta ner back  nto  ts or g nal h d ng spot & then log the r v s t onl ne.” 23 

This is an activity which is at a huge rate and involves people of all ages, backgrounds 
and activity levels. 

23 
Geocaching website: www.ontgeocaching.com 

35 

http:www.ontgeocaching.com
www.Geocaching.com).OtherGeocachersenterthecontainer'scoordinatesintotheirownGPS


 

           

 

                  
             

    
 

               
      

 
               

                
             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Touris and Recreational Develop ent Study - Li erick Forest – August 2006 

It see s that there are a large nu ber of people who will travel out of their area to 
pursue this activity. One retired couple contacted actually plan their vacation around 
discovering new geocaching areas. 

Within Li erick Forest there are currently eight hidden caches. In the first two  onths 
148 people found these hidden treasures. 

There clearly needs to be  ore thought given and consideration to this growing activity. 
Geocaching in itself draws people to the forest who have never been there before. It’s 
i portant to note their thoughts and observations as recorded on the various web 
pages. 
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11. LIMERICK FOREST AS A TOURIST DESTINATION 

11.1 Overview 
Fro all the data and infor ation collected it is easy to see that Li erick Forest has a lot 
to offer and truly does live up to the na e of “Multi-Use Co  unity Forest”. So, what 
if  ore effort was given to the pro otion of Li erick Forest as both a tourist destination 
and a great place for locals to enjoy? What other factors would need to be considered 
before a decision regarding further pro otion of Li erick Forest could be  ade? 

11.3 Current Local Promotion of Limerick Forest 
Locally  e bers of LFAC and staff of the UCLG pro ote Li erick Forest to  e bers 
of the public in several ways. There are “Open Doors” events held on a  onthly basis 
for  ost  onths of the year which are advertised in local papers for the general public 
to attend. LFAC  e bers Fred Schueler and Aleta Karstad take this opportunity to 
introduce fa ilies to the natural flora and fauna found in and around the chalet area on 
Li erick Rd. A co bination of educational talks, displays and nature walks attracts 
anywhere fro a handful to upwards of 30 people on any given date. 

Once a year an “Open House” event is held at the chalet on Li erick Road. This event 
is extre ely popular attracting up to 300 people for nature hikes, horse and wagon 
rides, view displays and speak with local businesses and organizations. Of course this is 
an opportunity to enjoy the free barbeque while catching up with old friends under the 
shade of a tree. 

Word of  outh see s to be the best advertising Li erick Forest has right now and the 
nu bers visiting the forest keep growing as local fa ilies bring friends and relatives out 
to enjoy their favourite area. 

11.3 Beyond the Local Area 
The only specific pro otional tool Li erick Forest has at this ti e to attract potential 
tourists also serves as a link for locals to find out about events and activities. This is the 
Li erick Forest website: www.li erickforest.ca 

How else would tourists find out about Li erick Forest? In this study opportunities for 
visitors to find out about the forest when visiting Leeds and Grenville are exa ined. 
Touris operators and local  unicipalities were contacted to find out what infor ation 
and knowledge they have on Li erick Forest. They were also asked if people are asking 
for an area such as this to participate in recreational activities. 

Local business owners and operators and cha bers of co  erce were also contacted to 
deter ine if there was a desire to involve Li erick Forest as a destination to encourage 
tourists which could benefit the and the local econo y as a whole. 
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11.4  unicipal Offices and Chambers of Commerce 
Eight Municipal offices and Cha bers of Co  erce were contacted to find out what 
infor ation they had (and what they knew) about Li erick Forest. Since the people 
contacted were the ones who would be first to be in contact with newco ers or tourists 
to each of their areas they were asked if indeed they had been asked to provide 
infor ation on outdoor recreational areas. 

Only one of these eight offices had infor ation on Li erick Forest to hand out to the 
public. Five of the eight had personal knowledge of the forest (where so e areas are 
and what activities are per itted). The other three had no knowledge at all. 

When asked if they have received requests on where to do outdoor recreational 
activities the answers were diverse: One said that they do not keep infor ation on what 
tourists ask about, three said no requests have co e in and one refers people to another 
office within the  unicipality. Of the ones who do receive requests, one reported the 
requests were for bicycling trails only, another said the requests were for walking, 
bicycling, birding and other trails. Only one reported that people have co e in 
requesting infor ation on Li erick Forest specifically. 

None indicated that they had been approached by local businesses to link up with any 
properties of Li erick Forest for pro otional reasons. Two offices reported that they 
are currently conducting surveys and gathering data to deter ine what  ore they can 
do to attract tourists to their areas. Refer to Appendix W: Local  unicipal Contacts 

11.5 Eco-Tourism 
The Village of Merrickville-Wolford was exa ined as a location with the potential to 
attract and acco  odate visitors seeking outdoor recreational opportunities. 
Merrickville itself is a huge draw for tourists with the Rideau Canal, picturesque 
countryside and wonderful shopping opportunities. There are walking paths and 
bicycling trails available to tourists and locals throughout the area now but the potential 
exists to increase the visits fro eco-tourists by offering  ore. 

Several acco  odation business owners in Merrickville have expressed a desire to be 
able to offer an eco- touris package for their guests involving passive recreational use 
in Li erick Forest. The Li erick North Tract, with its easy access fro and close 
proxi ity to Merrickville has a few trails now but is not currently being used to the 
degree the South Tract is. It was felt that this would be an ideal area to pro ote eco-
touris . 

These businesses indicated that  ost of their guests want an opportunity to hike, ski, 
bicycle or snowshoe in a wooded, natural area. They all felt that if they could provide 
an eco-touris package as part of their advertising business would increase. 
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One business owner would even like to offer guests native plants like fiddle heads as 
part of the local experience. 

All of these people stressed that they would like this area of Li erick set aside as a non-
 otorized recreational use area and that preserving the natural aspect of it should be a 
priority. Refer to Appendix X: Contacts in  errickville 

11.6 Political Support 
Doug Struthers, Mayor of the Village of Merrickville-Wolford has indicated his support 
of a plan to develop an organized and well researched approach to creating a pri arily 
non- otorized trail network in Li erick North. He feels that Li erick North has 
potential as a destination for recreational use for both residents of the area and for 
tourists visiting. He agrees with these business owners that the recreational use be 
li ited to non- otorized based on what he hears fro his constituents. Hiking, 
bicycling, snowshoeing and cross country skiing would be the pri ary uses with the 
only  otorized use being snow obiling on the existing snow obile trail. 

I portant factors he would like to see considered are also for parking, proper signage 
and  arking of trails. He felt that the clearing and on going  aintenance of trails needs 
to be thought out as well as production of brochures with  aps to be distributed 
throughout the area. One of the first considerations though, prior to beginning any 
plans for such a project, should be to contact property owners near the entrance to and 
along the trails for their opinions. 

11.7 Local Considerations 
Before any pro otion of the forest can be considered it is i portant to know not only if 
the need or desire is there on the part of the businesses and tourist agencies but also to 
get opinions and the viewpoint fro the local people. 

People living near various Li erick parcels were contacted to deter ine if they would 
have any concerns around increased use of the forest. LFAC  e bers were also asked 
for their opinions on touris and pro otion through an on-line survey and a break out 
session during the Recreation Workshop held in May this year. 

11.8 Survey of Property Owners 
Twelve owners of property near Li erick Forest parcels were contacted and asked if 
they felt that increase in use due to pro otion to locals or tourists would affect the . In 
so e cases infor ation was also obtained on what activity they see near their house and 
if they have any proble s with this current activity. 

People contacted own land near the South Tract of Li erick, near the North Augusta 
parcel, near the North Tract, near the Elgin parcel and near the Wolford Centre parcel. 
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Eight of the twelve reported that they have no proble s with current use of Li erick 
near their properties and these sa e people would not have any issues with increased 
use of the forest in the future. One cautioned that they wouldn’t like to see restrictions 
put on the type of use if it were pro oted to  ore people. 

So e of the co  ents and concerns on issues relating to Li erick Forest use that 
people were experiencing now involved trespassing either to hunt or by  otorized 
users and noise fro   otorized users in the forest near the . Proble s  entioned 
around possible increase in use were: increased traffic on the road going by their house 
and trespassing. Refer to Appendix Y: Owners of Property Near Limerick 

11.9 On-Line Survey Results 
Another survey with interesting results was conducted prior to and following the 
Recreation Workshop in May of this year. To do this, survey respondents had to follow 
a link to an electronic website called “survey  onkey” where all the questions were 
located. Multiple choice options were provided as well as space for individual 
co  ents. An average of 33-36 people responded to all questions in this survey. 

The topics covered in this survey followed the topics discussed at the recreation 
workshop. These include; User Fees, Ca ping and Picnicking, Trail Develop ent and 
Touris and Pro otion. 

Note: So e of the sa e people  ay have responded to both the on-line survey and the 
questions asked during the workshop. Please keep in  ind that so e of these sa e 
people  ay be the sa e ones who responded to other surveys/questions highlighted in 
this study. For a copy of all survey results and co  ents please contact the forest 
 anager. 

Statistics fro the On-Line Survey: 
-74% felt that Li erick Forest should not be pro oted as a tourist destination on a 
regional, national or international scale. 
-86% felt that recreational activities, including trail develop ent be encouraged in 
outlying co part ents of Li erick Forest. 
-69% said they felt that Li erick Forest trails should continue to be  ulti-use. 

W sdom must preva l when  t comes to our natural spaces. They should be enjoyed but not 
w thout care for now and  n the future. Educat on  s pre-em nent when  t comes to ensur ng 
users are not only knowledgeable but respectful of natural spaces. Forest managers must not 
presume “common sense”  s prevalent  n human ty. Therefore, to be prepared to “educate” the 
users to engage  n best pract ces at all t mes when access ng our prec ous forests.24 

24 
On-Line Recreational Survey-one person’s final comments. 
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11.10 Recreational Workshop Survey Results 
One of the breakout groups during this workshop was on Touris  and Pro otion. Five 
people in this group were asked five of the sa e questions asked in the on-line survey. 
Answers were recorded after careful consideration and discussion within the group. 
Note that in a group setting each person has an opportunity to influence the responses 
of the others in the group. 

In contrast to the on-line survey all five of these respondents felt that Li erick should be 
pro oted as a tourist destination but only on a regional scale (Eastern Ontario). All felt 
that a well thought out plan should be in place first and even with that “baby steps” 
should be taken. I plications of increased use were discussed and ideas for fees for use 
were talked about. All felt that Li erick  ust  aintain its  ulti-use policy although a 
clear code of conduct  ust be provided for all users. Refer to Appendix Z: Recreation 
Workshop Survey 

41 



 

           

 

   

 
    

                
              

                
                 
                
                

 
              
               
               

                
              
 

             
           
                
            

 
    

               
            

           
 

             
               

               
            

                 
            

            
             
              

     
 
   
             

               
             

             
           

Touris and Recreational Develop ent Study - Li erick Forest – August 2006 

12. FUTURE CONSIDERATIONS 

12.1 The Big Picture 
Li erick Forest has a lot to offer as a truly “ ulti-use” recreational area available to the 
general public for free. Fro statistics and opinions obtained fro those who frequent 
the forest it appears that those who co e to hike, hunt,  ountain bike, ATV and dirt 
bike are generally content with what there is to offer the . Still, there exist gaps that 
could be filled to satisfy other users who  ay not be receiving their “ideal” trail right 
now such as the cross country skiers, dog sledders and horseback riders and drivers. 

Education and awareness of others and toward nature should be on going and a 
stronger e phasis put on this for the future. A  ore organized approach to co patible 
recreational use of Li erick should help create a greater sense of ownership on the part 
of the individual or group using the forest and this could generate  ore of a willingness 
to help  aintain trails and protect the forest fro abuse and vandalis . 

Increased co  unication with the people in the forest also creates an opportunity for 
increased education on the environ entally sensitive issues affecting so e areas of 
Li erick and how they need to be protected. There should always be a balance between 
hu an recreational needs and the preservation of the natural environ ent. 

12.2 Spread the Word 
Tourists do co e to Leeds and Grenville, they’re looking to stay overnight and they are 
interested in outdoor recreational activities to participate in. Therefore an opportunity 
exists to pro ote Li erick Forest as a tourist destination. 

There is an interest in one co  unity to pro ote activities such as eco-touris  
involving a lesser used Li erick parcel of land, the Li erick North Tract. This project 
could open up a whole new venture for Li erick Forest. If carefully planned, an 
arrange ent could be  ade that would produce revenue for local businesses and 
contribute to the econo y of the area in general. The forest could benefit by having a 
controlled approach to recreation with restrictions in place to preserve sensitive areas 
and protect wildlife living there. If approached carefully organized recreational events, 
regular visits fro naturalists and the opportunity for educational research studies to be 
conducted by organized and respected groups could all be  ade available for this and 
other Li erick lands. 

12.3 In Closing 
By introducing Li erick Forest to a wider geographic area the opportunity exists to 
increase awareness of its success as both a co  unity forest for a host of recreational 
activities and an exa ple of a well  anaged forest providing sustainability for the 
future. The respect gained fro this increased awareness could assist in obtaining 
funding on a wider scale for future projects, activities and studies. 
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Appendix A: Summary of Recreational Activities and Esti ated Use In Li erick 
Forest South Tract-Long Range Manage ent Plan, 2003 
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Appendix B: Figure 6.2 Recreational Trails of Li erick Forest South Tract – Long 
Range Manage ent Plan, 2003 
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Appendix  C:  Table  9.1:  Limerick  Forest  Designated  Use  Areas  (DUA’s), Description  
and Provisional Regulations and Restrictions - Long Range Manage ent Plan, 2003  
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Appendix D: Domestic Travel in Canada - Fro Statistics Canada Website. 
Second Quarter 2005 (preli inary) survey nu ber 3810 

Canadian residents  ade 50  illion visits within the country during the second quarter 
of 2005. About 42.2  illion of the were to visit friends or relatives and for pleasure. 
Together, these two categories accounted for 84.4% of all visits in Canada by Canadian 
residents. Of the re aining visits, 2.7  illion were for business reasons and 5.1  illion 
for other reasons such as bringing so eone to the hospital. 

In the spring of 2005, the  ajority of visits  ade by Canadians in Canada were sa e-
day, accounting for 60.4% of the total. Overnight visits reached 19.8  illion. 

When Canadians travelled in Canada during the second quarter of 2005,  ost of their 
visits, about 93%, were  ade by car or truck. Visits they  ade by bus or aircraft 
accounted for 4.5% of all do estic visits co pleted during this period. 

For overnight visits, residents of Canada spent 51  illion nights away fro ho e. Of 
these nights, 51.9 % were spent in private ho es, while 17.0 % were spent in hotels and 
 otels. 

These results represent so e of the preli inary esti ates of do estic travel for the 
second quarter of 2005 that are now available fro the Travel Survey of Residents of 
Canada. 

Note: In order to be considered a do estic visit, visits have to originate and take place 
in Canada; end during the reference period; be less than 365 days/nights in duration; 
and be outside of the respondent's "usual" environ ent. 

Since the beginning of 2005, a new survey called the "Travel Survey of Residents of 
Canada" (TSRC) has been conducted  onthly to  easure do estic travel in Canada. 
Featuring several definitional changes and a new questionnaire, this new survey 
provides esti ates of do estic travel that are  ore in line with the international 
guidelines reco  ended by the United Nations. Up to the fourth quarter of 2004, 
esti ates on do estic travel were provided by the Canadian Travel Survey (CTS). It 
should be noted that the TSRC esti ates cannot be co pared with those fro the CTS. 
The docu ent Commun cat ons for the Travel Survey of Res dents of Canada gives you 
infor ation about differences between these two surveys. 

For general infor ation or to obtain data, contact Client Services (613-951-9169; 1-800-307-3382; fax: 613-
951-2909; cult.tourstats@statcan.ca). To enquire about the concepts,  ethods or data quality of this release, 
contact Lizette Gervais-Si ard (613-951-1672; fax: 613-951-2909; gervl z@statcan.ca), Culture Touris , and 
the Centre for Education Statistics. 

47 

mailto:contactLizetteGervais-Simard(613-951-1672;fax:613-951-2909;gervliz@statcan.ca),CultureTourism,and
mailto:951-2909;cult.tourstats@statcan.ca).Toenquireabouttheconcepts,methodsordata


 

           

48 

              
         

   

               
             

            
      

     

             
         
           

 

 

 

 

 

        

              
               
          

  

Touris and Recreational Develop ent Study - Li erick Forest – August 2006 

Appendix E: Regional Tourism Profiles – CD 07: Leeds & Grenville United Counties – 
Ontario Ministry of Touris and Recreation. Chapter 2. 

2.1. Total V s tors 

In 2002, 2,227,370 visitors went to Leeds & Grenville United Counties. Of these 
visitors 894,357 or approxi ately 40% stayed in the area for one plus nights 
and the balance, 1,333,013 or approxi ately 60%,  ade a sa e-day visit to 
Leeds & Grenville United Counties. 

2.2. Overn ght V s tors by Or g n 

Of all overnight visitors to Leeds & Grenville United Counties, 580,395 (65%) 
were Canadians, and 313,962 (35%) were international visitors, including 
277,257 (31%) fro USA and 36,706 (4%) fro other countries. 

2.3. Deta led Place of Res dence Informat on- Overn ght V s tors 

The top 10  arkets of overnight visitors for Leeds & Grenville United Counties 
are shown in the chart below. For exa ple, 22% of all overnight visitors to 
Leeds & Grenville United Counties ca e fro CD06: Ottawa-Carlton Regional 
Municipality. 
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2.8. Act v t es on Tr p among Overn ght V s tors 

The top 10 trip-activities engaged in by overnight visitors to Leeds & Grenville 
United Counties are displayed in the chart. For exa ple, Any Outdoor/Sports 
Activity was an activity that 57% of all overnight visitors to Leeds & Grenville 
United Counties participated in while on their trip. 
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Appendix F: Fit Facts for Children and Youth - Found on website: http://www.in-
 otion.ca/youth/facts.php 

Fit Facts for Children & Youth 

• 33% of 7- to 13-year-old  ales in Canada are overweight; an additional 10% are 
considered obese.1 

• 27% and 9% of young fe ales in Canada are overweight and obese respectively. 1 

• The prevalence of overweight and obesity in Canadian young people appears to be on 
the rise.1, 2 

• Obesity in childhood is related to obesity in adulthood.3, 4 

• Further ore, overweight and obesity in childhood is linked to  orbidity and  ortality 
in adulthood.3 

• There is evidence that there has been a decline in the aerobic fitness of young people in 
5, 6, 7 the last decade or so.

Activity Facts: 

• The  ost popular physical activities a ong Canadian young people are walking for 
exercise, bicycling, swi  ing, jogging/running, and basketball.8 

• Over half of 5- to 17-year-olds in Canada are not active enough for opti al growth and 
develop ent.9 

• The  ajority of adolescents in Canada are not  eeting the current reco  endations for 
physical activity.10 

• Approxi ately half of teens are not vigorously active on a regular basis.10 

• Schoolchildren are less active on weekends than during the week.11, 12 

• Physical activity decreases with increasing age or school grade.10 

• In one study, schoolchildren in grades 4-6 were 40% less active than schoolchildren in 
grades 1-3.12 

• In the sa e study, schoolchildren in grades 7-9 were 35% less active than schoolchildren 
in grades 4-6. An identical decline was observed in grade 10-12 students co pared to the 
previous grade category.12 

• On average, young people in Canada spend between 13 and 14 hours per week watching 
television.11 

• There is evidence to suggest that obesity is related to physical inactivity.13 

Benefits of Activity: 

• Physical activity does not have a detri ental i pact on - and  ight even enhance -
acade ic perfor ance in students.14, 15, 16 

• Schoolchildren who are  ore physically active have considerably higher levels of self-
estee and body i age.16, 17 

• Schoolchildren with a healthy body weight are less likely to acquire risk factors for 
cardiovascular disease than overweight schoolchildren.18 
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pp. 1175-82. 
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Appendix G: Respect for the Environment by Nancy Wells, environ ental 
psychologist and Kristi Lekies, research associate - College of Hu an Ecology at Cornell 
University 

March 13, 2006 
Camping, hiking and fishing in the wild as a child breeds respect for environment in 
adults, study finds By Susan S. Lang 

If you want your children to grow up to actively care about the environ ent, give the  
plenty of time to play in the "wild" before they're 11 years old, suggests a new Cornell University 

study. 

"Although do esticated nature activities -- caring for plants and gardens --
also have a positive relationship to adult environ ent attitudes, their effects 
aren't as strong as participating in such wild nature activities as ca ping, 
playing in the woods, hiking, walking, fishing and hunting," said environ ental 
psychologist Nancy Wells, assistant professor of design and environ ental analysis in 
the College of Hu an Ecology at Cornell. 

Wells and Kristi Lekies, a research associate in hu an develop ent at Cornell, analyzed 
data fro a U.S. Depart ent of Agriculture Forest Service survey conducted in 1998 that 
explored childhood nature experiences and adult environ entalis . The Cornell 
researchers used a sa ple of  ore than 2,000 adults, ages 18 to 90, who were living in 
urban areas throughout the country and answered telephone questions about their early 
childhood nature experiences and their current adult attitudes and behaviors relating to 
the environ ent. The findings will be published in the next issue of Children, Youth 
and Environ ent (Vol. 16:1). 

"Our study indicates that participating in wild nature activities before age 11 is a 
particularly potent pathway toward shaping both environ ental attitudes and 
behaviors in adulthood," said Wells, whose previous studies have found that nature 
around a ho e can help protect children against life stress and boost children's 
cognitive functioning. 

A new Cornell study by env ronmental 
psycholog st Nancy Wells and research 
assoc ate Kr st Lek es shows that 
ch ldren w th plenty of opportun ty to 
f sh, camp or play  n nature before age 
11 are more l kely to grow up to be 
env ronmental sts than other ch ldren. 
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"When children beco e truly engaged with the natural world at a young age, the 
experience is likely to stay with the in a powerful way -- shaping their subsequent 
environ ental path," she added. 

Interestingly, participating in scouts or other for s of environ ental education 
progra s had no effect on adult attitudes toward the environ ent. 

"Participating in nature-related activities that are  andatory evidently do not have the 
sa e effects as free play in nature, which don't have de ands or distractions posed by 
others and  ay be particularly critical in influencing long-ter environ entalis ," 
Wells said. 

Unlike previous studies that have looked at the effect of childhood experiences of adult 
environ entalists, this study looked at a broad representative sa ple of urban adults. 
By exa ining individuals' pathways to environ entalis , the study also took a "life 
course" perspective, that is, a view that looks at individual lives as sets of interwoven 
pathways or trajectories that together tell a story. 

The study was supported by the Bronfenbrenner Life Course Center and College of 
Hu an Ecology, both at Cornell. 

http://www.news.cornell.edu/stories/March06/wild.nature.play.ssl.ht l 
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Appendix H: Total Domestic Travel by Activity Participation – Canadian Travel 
Survey, 2003 – Statistics Canada 
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Appendix I: Average Household Expenditures in Ontario – Statistics Canada 
 

Average h useh ld expenditures, by pr vince and territ ry (Ontari ,) 

  2004 

  Ont.  

H useh ld characteristics      

Estimated number of households 4,451,030  

  Average Households   
expenditure per reporting 
household expenditures 

  $ %   

T tal expenditures 71,583 100.0   

Total current consumption 51,047 100.0   

F  d 7,106 100.0   

 helter 14,679 99.6   

Household operation 3,264 100.0   

Household furnishings and equipment 2,304 94.8   

Clothing 2,830 99.2   

Transportation 9,851 98.2   

Health care 1,471 97.0   

Personal care 959 99.6   

Recreati n 3,883 98.2   

Reading materials and other printed 
matter 310 83.4   

Education 1,383 45.3   

Tobacco products and alcoholic 
beverages 1,535 83.7   

Games of chance (net amount) 275 69.8   

Miscellaneous 1,196 91.3   

Personal income taxes 

14,593 96.6   

Personal insurance payments and pension 
contributions 3,946 82.3   

Gifts of money and contributions 1,996 80.2   

S urce:  tatistics Canada, CAN IM, table (for fee) 203-0001.  Last modified: 2005-12-12. 
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Appendix J: Off Road Vehicle Dealer Survey 
The following people at six businesses selling/dealing with off-road vehicles were 
contacted and interviewed: 

1. To Irwin owner Irwin Supply, Cornwall Ontario, (613) 933-4600 
In business since 1937, sells ATV’s, Snow obiles and Motorcycles ( otorcycles his  ain 
line). 

2. Matthew Dillabough co-owner Superior Motorsport, Johnstown, Ontario, (613) 925-
5353 
New business, sells snow obiles, off road (dirt) bikes and ATV’s. 

3. Ja ie Fitzgerald, business  anager Motorsport plus, Kingston, Ontario, (613) 544-
4600 
In business 25 years, sells Motorcycles and ATV’s. 

4. Marty Grant, owner Marty’s S all Engine and Motorcycle Repairs, Ke ptville 
Ontario, (613) 258-1003. 
New business, for er  echanic for Ke ptville Motorsports. 

5. Brian Bulloch, sales, Carson’s, Perth Ontario, (613) 267-3499 
In business since 1949, sells  otorcycles, ATV’s and snow obiles. 

6. Fraser Ha bleton, sales  anager, Brockville Honda Outdoor Centre, Brockville 
Ontario, (613) 342-0319 
In business 8-9 years, sells ATV’s. 
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Appendix K: Stormont, Dundas & Glengarry Bylaw #4648 - Regulating the Use of 
ATV’s on County Roads. 
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Appendix L: Township of South Frontenac, Bylaw to Regulate ATV Use on 
Municipal Highways. 
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Appendix  : Canada Safety Council Report on ATV’s 
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Appendix N: Telephone Survey Results – 31 people interviewed, April to July 2006. 

QUESTION#1: 
As you know, the trails in all Limerick Forest parcels are currently multi-use which 
includes non motorized recreational use such as walking, bicycling and horseback 
riding and motorized recreational use such as ATV’s, snowmobiles and dirt bikes as 
well as hunting is permitted. Do you agree with the multi use policy, overall? 
28-YES, 2-NO, 1-NOT SURE 
Comments: 
-Respect for all users is i portant. 
-Unless environ entally sensitive areas are at risk. 
-This is to be deter ined by the new  anage ent plan. 
-Li it ATV use in spring because they are chewing up the trails. 

QUESTION#2: 
Do you think that some areas or trails should be restricted to certain recreational 
activities only? 23-YES, 6-NO, 1-Not Sure 
Comments: 
-No ATV’s on the boardwalk fro a practical standpoint. No  otorized use in ecologically 
sensitive areas. 
-Restrictions should be based on the ti e of year. 
-So e nature trails should exist with walking only. Bicycles shouldn’t go on the boardwalk-
walking only. 
-Fro a safety aspect;  ixing different types of use ( otorized v/s non  otorized and dogs not 
under control. 
-Four wheel vehicles are an issue with  e; not necessarily just ATV’s the larger vehicles (4X4’s) 
are a proble in all areas. 
-Motorized vehicles are an issue period in so e areas; it’s not just the path they leave but the 
noise, s ell and tranquility that is disturbed. 
-Only for ecological reasons. 
-So e trails should be set aside for non  otorized use. If they were designated as such I would 
pay to use the . 
-Single track trails are perfect for bikes; the ATV’s ruin these trails and should be restricted fro  
the . 
-Certain activities should be li ited during so e ti es of the year. 
-Hard to enforce. Might be better to have so e areas with no noise. ‘Suggested Uses” are good. 
-Should be restricted if forest trails get busier than they are now. Right now I cross country ski 
only during the weekdays; I don’t go on weekends because snow obiles are there. 
-I’d like to see an area with no hunting; particularly the chalet area. Then it would be safer to 
walk. 
-So e trails are ecologically sensitive and should be protected; not restrict all sensitive areas but 
so e should be set aside. 
-Go with the status quo. Before opening new trails or new areas all aspects should be 
considered. 
-It’s i portant that all recreational use trails are represented in an equitable way. 
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QUESTION#3: 
Which of the following outdoor recreation activities have you participated in 
Limerick in the past year? 

23-Hiking /Walking, 3-Running/jogging, 11-Dog Walking, 6-Picnicking, 1-Fishing, 12-
Outdoor photography, 12-Bird watching, 18-Other Wildlife viewing, 3-Canoeing/kayaking, 
5-Hunting, 2-Horseback riding/driving, 4-Dirt biking, 6-ATV’ing, 5-Mountain biking, 11-
Cross-country skiing, 0-Snowboarding, 8-Tobogganing, 3-Snow obiling, 3-Snowshoeing, 6-
Geocaching, 2-Dog Sledding, 17-Open Doors events at chalet. 
OTHER…1-Four wheeling (truck), 1- Interpretation of Trails/Education, 2-Painting. 

QUESTION#4: 
If the following activities were available in Limerick, would you participate? 

a) 11-Campground camping 
Comments: 
-Ca ping is i portant for cubs/scouts/guides etc. Group ca ping would be good. 

b) 15-Wilderness camping 

c) 27-Visiting cultural/historical sites-old cemeteries, farming sites etc. 

d) 6-Target shooting 

e) 22-Guided nature education walks 

f) 21-Nature Education workshops 

Other:My interest is in geology-any activities or interesting finds in Li erick I would be 
interested in finding out  ore. 

QUESTION#5: 
Would you be willing to pay a fee for participating in any of these activities? 
28-YES , 3-NO 
Comments: 
-For a nature walk with experts, yes. I would be afraid of a backlash fro tax payers who have 
to buy a pass or pay for a card. One idea to consider would be to have so eone who is 
associated with a club reco  end that the club give a donation to the forest in appreciation. 
-It would depend on the type of activity; for exa ple for ca ping, yes, for hiking, no. 
-No inal, voluntary donation only. 
-Yes for the use of a hunting ca p. I go to a ca p on private land now. 
-Ca ping only; I like the idea of being able to ca p in Li erick Forest. 
-A  odest fee only and only if there is a cost to Li erick i.e.: to hire a speaker etc. 
-Prefer not to. 
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QUESTION#6: 
How important are family geared activities in Limerick to you? 
For this Question I received quite a nu ber of reactions ranging fro great enthusias on the 
subject to not being interested at all. I have categorised these responses as follows: 

14-VERY IMPORTANT, 5-SOMEWHAT OR SLIGHTLY IMPORTANT, 3-NOT VERY 
IMPORTANT, 6 NOT IMPORTANT AT ALL. 
Note: 3 said it wasn’t i portant to the personally but still classified fa ily geared activities 
very i portant for others. 
Comments: 
-For  y grandchildren it is very i portant. 

QUESTION#7: 
What areas of Limerick Forest do you currently use? 
13-North Tract (off Craig or Scotch Line Roads), 26-South Tract (off Li erick Rd or Forsythe Rd), 
4-North Augusta, 5-Other: (1-Various other snow obile trails, 2-Cranberry Lake, 1-Township of 
Rideau Lakes-properties/wards of South Crosby and Bastard, 1-Kitley Township) 
1-Not Using Right Now: (Too difficult to dog sled with so  any other users although still feel 
Li erick should be  ulti-use.) 

(A) Do you feel any of these areas are being over-used? 
4-YES, 23-NO, 3-NOT SURE. 
Comments: 
-The Y and Pit. I see a lot of traffic; it see s like a high volu e but not sure if there’s any 
da age being done. 
-ATV trails over-used spring and fall. Forest is over-hunted and various debris left by 
hunters (garbage). 
-So e trails in the “Y” area are getting “banked”; this causes proble s for horse driving. 
If this process continues the trails are no longer  ulti-use (suitable for all users). 
-The snow obile trails are not over used due to the nature of the trail; they tend to just 
drive through to another destination rather than going around and around like ATV’s 
and dirt bikes. 

(B) Have you turned away from using any areas for any reason? 
15-YES, 16-NO 
Comments: 
-I used to site  y gun at the gravel pit; it used to be good evenings and weekdays but not 
on weekends. Now I don’t go at all because it’s too busy-not safe-too  any people. 
-South entrance to boardwalk behind chalet; too  ucky. 
-I was threatened in Li erick 4-5 years ago by hunters; not sure if they were serious or 
not. I reported it, still not co fortable going there. 
-I don’t like to see da age fro ATV’s when hiking so if I see this I go elsewhere. 
-Four years ago there was hardly any  otorized use and it was easier to horseback ride. 
-I don’t walk  y dogs in Li erick during hunting season 
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QUESTION#8: 
Given the fact that maintenance of trails, signage and education all cost 
money…would you be willing to pay a nominal fee for any of the following? 

a)  embership in LFAC? 23-YES, 8-NO 
Comments: 
-Depends on cost and how the dollars are being used. 
-One idea would be to have a voluntary donation option to a group such as “The Friends 
of Li erick Forest”, like a  ini u $10 per year. 
-Liability increases with  e bership. 
-Since LFAC is an official co  ittee of Public Works Co  ittee for the United Counties 
of Leeds and Grenville, no. 

b) Fee per year to use the forest for any recreational activity? 25-YES, 6-NO 
Comments: 
-Through an organization only-not on an individual basis. 
-Fees are one way, yes but fundraisers should be explored. 
-It would be sad if this had to happen to  aintain control over users. 
-Agree with user fee in general but not sure how it could be i ple ented. 
-If you want to use the forest you should  ake a contribution through user fees. 
-A donation box would be an idea in  ain areas. 

c)  aps with detailed information on trails? 27-YES, 4-NO 

d) As a member of a recreational organization, have part of your membership dues go to 
Limerick? 21-YES, 8-NO, 2-DOESN’T APPLY 
Comments: 
-Not everyone who belongs to a recreational organization uses Li erick Forest therefore 
they wouldn’t perhaps want to pay for an area they’re not using. 
-This would be an ad inistrative night are. 
-Too few users are  e bers of groups. User fees are good but  ust be for everybody. 
-This would be hard to i ple ent. A lot of groups are doing the work now and 
expectations would be higher of what they get in return; ownership a proble . 
-Not as part of fees-have it as a donation for groups per year (charity donation0. 

e) Yearly sponsorship of a trail-your name or group would go on trail? 23-YES, 8-NO 
Comments: 
-One idea would be for only the users pay for the “right’ to use the trail and they would 
 aintain it. Si ilar to registered trails in Quebec on Crown land. Person or group who 
registers it  aintains it and deter ines who uses it. 
-Wo en’s Institute  ay go for that. Most  e bers are older and don’t get out to the 
forest but appreciate what is there and would want to preserve it. If there was a “friends 
of Li erick Forest’ they  ay want to sponsor a trail as support for the co  unity. 
-Nice idea, but yearly would be too short to actually see changes to the area due to clean 
up. Should be  ore than one person per trail. Signage could be an issue;  ore trouble 
than its worth- aintenance, ti e etc. 
-User fees should apply to everyone. I think you should i ple ent per its and have 
wardens. 
-Co  unity service would be good; in-kind only with no fee involved. 
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-I like the idea but for  y li ited use it wouldn’t be cost effective; need  ore details and 
feasibility of use. 
-This is a good idea for businesses to sponsor a trail and in turn get a sign. It’s a feel 
good thing for the public; part of buying with a conscience. 
-Education is very i portant. This would work well for school groups, boy scouts etc. 
-This, unfortunately, i plies ownership. 
-Good idea. 

QUESTION#9: 
Would you like to see more organized outdoor activities in Limerick Forest? 
18-YES, 12-NO, 1-NEUTRAL/NO ANSWER 
Comments: 
-I grew up in the city and now appreciate Li erick. Education is very i portant and is lacking 
in Li erick Forest. I feel there should be day walks and educational events on a weekly basis. 
-Need to have  ore organized out door activities for educational purposes-to explain what it is 
all about. 
-Yes, horseback riding related activities. 
-Good idea. I would like to see other groups encouraged to use li erick for their activities. 
-Anything to get out to the forest; any type of reason to be there. 
-More organized recreational activities. 
-Both recreational and eco-touris . 
-The  ore opportunity to reach people to educate, the better. 
-No, I like the way Li erick has been forever under-used; unorganized nature. 
-Not for  e personally; I wouldn’t be involved. 
-This really doesn’t appeal to  e although an archaeological dig/event would be nice. 
Organized trail riding using borrowed/rented horses would be another event I’d be interested 
in. 

OTHER GENERAL CO  ENTS: 
-The parking lot at the Y and the Pit only has about 2% of the vehicles in it on weekday’s v/s 
weekends. 
-There needs to be tables out at the chalet year round for so eone to stop, sit and have a bite to 
eat. Even seats alone would be good. 
-I would like to see  ore schools involved in Li erick Forest; education and as a research 
resource. 
-It would be nice to have specific cross country ski trails. 
-As a new co er to the area I discovered that the chalet is not co  on knowledge with the 
locals. It took  e a long ti e to find out about it; I had been living here for a long ti e and 
didn’t know. It needs to be advertised  ore. 
-I wouldn’t want to see all snow obile trails turned into co bined use trails. 
-I used to use Li erick  ore but now go elsewhere. I like Ganaraska Forest where there is a lot 
of horse activity. My friends have horses that are not used to bikes and Li erick was therefore a 
proble for the . So e of these people would like to try and co e back to Li erick again. 
-I have a proble with the through traffic on Li erick Rd by the chalet. It is difficult crossing 

the road safely with horses. Even during an event where signs are clearly warning people cars 
drive too fast. 
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- lthough I don’t currently hunt in Limerick, as a hunter I would like to make sure hunters still 

have access to Limerick Forest. 

-Re fee per use issue: In the US  organizations are buying parcels of land and then leasing them 

out “pay to play”. This is also happening in Northern Ontario. 
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Appendix O: Recreation Workshop - Survey of Attendees,  ay 13, 2006 
31 present at workshop, 21 responded to survey 

1. Do you belong to an organized 
recreational group? 15 said YES; 6 said NO 
Me bership as follows: 

2. What outdoor activities do you 
participate in within Limerick 
Forest? 

HIKING-13 
5-Bytown Motorcycle Association (BMA) 
4-Ontario Federation of Trail Riders (OFTR) 
2-Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters 
2-Grenville Fish and Ga e Club 
2-Ducks Unli ited 
1-Ontario Federation of Snow obile Clubs (OFSC) 
1-Eastern Ontario Horses of Course Club 
1-Leeds County Draft Horse Club 
1-RETREADS (street bike group) 
1-National Wild Turkey Federation (NWTF) 
1-Harley Owners Group (HOG) 

1-Ottawa Valley Touring Group (OVTC) 
1-OTRR 
1-Ontario Dual Sport Club (ODSC) 
1-Madawaska Pleasure Riders, Lanark County 
1-Ontario Recreational Trail Riders Association 
1-Leeds County Stewardship Council 
1-Cat Trail (Canada Trail) 
1-North Leeds Birders 
1-Johnstown ATV Club 
1-Ontario Equestrian Federation 
1-Ontario Dual Sport Club (ODSC) 
1-Halton Off Road Riders Association (HORRA) 
1-Haliburton Highlands Trail Riders Association 
(HHTRA) 
1-Ruffed Grouse Society 

1-Delta Waterfowl (research group out of Winnipeg 

MOUNTAIN BIKING-5 
DIRT BIKING-5 
ATV-4 
SNOWMOBILING- 3 
CROSS COUNTRY SKIING-3 
BIRDWATCHING-3 
HORSEBACK RIDING- 2 
HUNTING-2 
TRAIL MAINTENANCE-1 
RUNNING-1 
SNOWSHOEING-1 
ASTRONOMY-1 
NATURE STUDY-1 
NATURE EDUCATION 
(TEACHING)-1 

3. I am presently doing a tourism 
and recreational development study 
to help with the future planning of 
Limerick Forest. If I have not 
already contacted you for your 
thoughts and opinions, I may be 
doing so in the next few weeks. If 
you would like to be sure you are 
contacted, please indicate here by 
circling “YES” responses = 10 

4. What other recreational areas besides Limerick do you presently use (parks, 
conservation areas, community forests etc.)? 
Ferguson Forest and Calabogie had the  ost respondents at 4 each. 
Crown Land, Private Land and Rideau River had 3 respondents each. 
Algonquin Provincial Park and Marlborough Forest were next at 2 each. 

The re aining areas were all given one  ention each by the respondents: 
Private Land/Managed Forest, Bruce Pit, Ottawa, Larose Forest, Road Allowance, 
Corporate Land, Utility Corridor in Packenha Area Lanark County, Rideau Valley 
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Conservation Areas, RVCA: Baxter, Rideau Park, Gatineau Park, Ke ptville Creek, 
Murphy’s Point Provincial Park, on Rideau River, Foley Mountain in Westport, 
Experi ental Far in Ottawa, Al onte/Mississippi Valley Conservation Authority: 
Burntlands Alvar, South Nation River and Private Conservation Area. 

5. Other Suggestions or Comments? 
-Workshops are a great way to share ideas. 
-Web site is great. 
-Continue to pro ote the inclusiveness of LFAC. If this is lost then the real strength and 
foundation will be under ined. 
-Need a better “recreation” co ponent on the Li erick website. 

Respondents were asked how long they have been an LFAC member. Choices and 
numbers responded were as follows: 
Years -11 
Months - 4 
Weeks - 3 
Note: 3 people were Non-Me bers 
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Appendix P: Bytown  otorcycle Association - Fa ily Ride Survey Results, July 9, 2006 

83 riders registered to participate in this event, approxi ately 57 participated in this 
survey. It was felt that in  ost cases one  e ber of a particular fa ily responded on 
that fa ily’s behalf. 

1. Where are you travelling fro today? 
10-Cornwall 2 each for Spencerville, Sarnia, Willia stown and Montreal. 
10-Brockville 1 each for Al onte, Barrie, Roebuck, S iths Falls, Ke ptville, 
7-Ottawa Port Hope, Odessa, Rochester N.Y. and Vancouver B.C. 
6-Perth 
4-Peterborough 
4-Orleans 

2. What activity are you here to do? 
1–Hike, 55-Dirt bike, 1-Other 

3. Is this your first ti e here? 
14-Yes 

If so, how did you hear about this area? (from a club, fr end, web… etc) 
-BMA website 
-BMA flyer 
-OFTR 
-Irwin Supply 

42-No 
If not, how often do you co e here? (every week, once  n a wh le...etc) 
-8 once a year 
-5 twice a year 
-9 four ti es a year 
-8  onthly 
-2 every two weeks 
-4 weekly 

4. Are you a  e ber of: 
BMA-24 

LFAC-5 
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Touris and Recreational Develop ent Study - Li erick Forest – August 2006 

Appendix Q: Ontario Trails Council – Infor ation fro their website: 
www.ontariotrails.on.ca 

ONTARIO TRAILS COUNCIL 

OTC Trail Etiquette 

Trails are a w nderful way t  spend a safe, enj yable day, relaxing and taking in the sights. The 
OTC has pr duced an instructi nal vide  pr viding graphic examples  f safe and shared trail 
experiences. 

General Rules  f Etiquette 

1. Please stay  n the main trails! S me areas have rare and sensitive plants and small animals that 
can be easily damaged  r destr yed. D n't make new trails  r use unmarked (unsigned) trails. 
2. S me areas may require user fees. Please be sure t  check with the Trail Ass ciati n  r 
C nservati n Area and be prepared t  pay a daily  r weekly fee. These m nies help t  maintain the 
trail. 
3. S me trails may cl se seas nally. Watch and  bey any trail cl sure signs in the area. Check the 
trail c nditi n bef re g ing t   far. If y u are leaving tracks  ver 1.5cm deep y u really sh uldn't 
be there. M st trails experience pr blems in the spring. If there are n  signs p sted, but weather 
c nditi ns have been bad, please d  n t use the trail. 
4. Please stay t  the right t  all w  ther users t  pass t  y ur left. 
5. Please respect neighb ring land wners by staying  ff private pr perty, and av id excessive 
n ise. 
6. Please leave the trail as y u f und it, whatever y u pack in, pack  ut. 
7. Maintain c ntr l  f y ur pets. Carry a leash f r y ur d g and be prepared t  use it. S me urban 
areas have strict leash laws. 
8. When st pping f r a rest, please m ve t  the side t  all w  ther users r  m t  pass  n the 
th r ughfare. 
9. Leave the wildfl wers and wildlife f r  thers t  enj y. 
10. Please respect trail signs and use  nly trails that are signed f r y ur user gr up. S me trails 
are user specific i.e. hiking  r sn wm bile trails. 

Order our etiquette video @$11.50 a copy (incl. G T) 

Trail user  rganizati ns have guidelines f r specific activities. They are designed t  make trails 
m re enj yable f r all. The Ontari  Trails C uncil enc urages y u t  kn w and f ll w this advice. 

DO NOT TRESPASS 
VERIFY PERMITTED USES 

BEFORE ACCESSING THE TRAIL 
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Appendix R: Ontario Federation of Trail Riders – Fro their website: www.oftr.org 

About  s 
The On ario Federa ion of Trail Riders (OFTR) was incorpora ed in 1992 wi h  he goal of educa ing 

riders and promo ing safe and responsible riding. 

MANDATE 

To source, crea e and main ain a  rail ne work in On ario for safe, family use by off road mo orcyclis , 

as well as any o her good in en ioned users. To provide a s rong voice suppor ed by a subs an ial 

membership  o represen   rail users  o ensure,  o our bes  abili y,  ha   hese  rails con inue  o be 
available. 

AGENDA 

•  o promo e safe off road  rail riding as a family spor  

•  o organize as many On ario Trail Riders as possible 

•  o hos  an annual Corpora e  rail ride for all OFTR Corpora e and Commi  ee members 

•  o encourage OFTR members  o become involved in local chap ers 

•  o educa e  he general public abou   he benefi s of off-road riding 

•  o provide an OFTR in erne  web si e and a member lis  service 

C de  f C nduct 

• Do No  Trespass on priva e proper y. Ride on exis ing  rails. 

• Respec  na ure. 

• Expec  and Respec  o hers who have  he righ   o be on  he  rails. Be cour eous  o o hers. 

• Remember  ha  few o her vehicles are as manoeuvrable as bikes, so give  he o hers lo s of 

room and pass on  he righ . 

• O her user groups do a lo  of  rail grooming - respec   heir effor s. 

• STOP when you see a horse, shu  off your engine immedia ely. Then  ake off your helme  and 

ask for ins ruc ions from  he rider. 

• Comply wi h all legisla ion, bylaws and insurance requiremen s. 

• Always wear a helme  and o her safe y gear. (Take off your helme  if you  alk  o someone) 

• Wha ever you pack in, pack ou . Do no  li  er, and leave  he place be  er  han you found i . 

• Use  rails only according  o  he permi  ed uses indica ed. Some  rails are seasonal and can 

experience problems in  he spring. Check  he  rail condi ions. 

• Do no  use any Alcohol or Drugs if you plan  o ride. 

• Keep your bike QUIET. More sound = Less ground! 
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Touris and Recreational Develop ent Study - Li erick Forest – August 2006 

Appendix S: Ontario Federation of ATV Users (OFATV) - Infor ation taken fro  
their website: www.ofatv.com 

Organization 
The OFATV was initiated on Saturday, June 12, 1999. It was the 
result of a stakeholders' foru at The Canadian Ecology Centre, 
Friday, Nove ber 13, 1998. At the fall  eeting the CATV 
( anufacturers), safety officials, govern ent officials, educators, and 
environ ental representatives ca e together to discuss how ATVs 
and sustainable outdoor touris are related. 

Safety 
Under Ontario's Off-Road Vehicle Act ATVs  ust be registered with the Ministry of 
Transportation and drivers  ust be 16 years of age or older. Upon registration the owner will be 
supplied with a vehicle per it and a license plate. Persons under the age of 12 are not per itted 
to drive an ATV except on land owned or occupied by the vehicle owner, or under close 
supervision of an adult. A hel et is  andatory for all ATV drivers. ATVs are not to be driven 
on or along a highway (so e specific exceptions under the Act). ATV riders  ust have a valid 
driver's license to cross a highway. 

Note: It is anticipated that there will be changes to the Highway Traffic Act that will allow ATVs 
additional designated driving privileges. The changes require provincial legislation and then 
 unicipal bylaws, si ilar to that of snow obiles. 

Environment - Trails 
The OFATV, its clubs and  e bers are co  itted to conserving the environ ent. The OFATV 
believes that ATVs are best utilized on recognized trail networks. 

The OFATV believes there should be single-use trails, such as hiking trails. Also, there can be 
shared or  ultiple-use trails where interactions do not have to create conflict. It is i portant that 
all trail users recognize they can cause da age to the environ ent if they ride irresponsibly. 

Safety Course 
The OFATV is working on pro oting the Canada Safety Council course for all new and young 
ATV drivers. It is anticipated that the CATV and dealers will help sponsor this progra and that 
there  ay be a reduced insurance pre iu upon co pletion of the course. 

Trail Safety 
The OF TV Trails Committee is looking into proper signage and standards in conjunction with 

insurance coverage. Standardization and consistency will make for a better provincial trails 

system.  lso, the OF TV endorses signs that inform all trail users of  TV use when used on 

multiple-use trails. 

Forest Industry 
The OFATV is establishing a working relationship with the forest industry of Ontario. In  any 
areas of the province there are thousands of kilo etres of forest access trails that could be 
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utilized by ATVs. Properly signed, they are the foundations of good trail networks. The OFATV, 
clubs, and  e bers believe in sustainable forestry and recognize that the forest industry has 
developed these roads. In ti es of harvesting and silviculture trails used by  any users  ay 
have to be re-routed or te porarily closed. The OFATV recognizes the i portance of the forest 
for its ecological, econo ic and recreational values. 

OFSC 
The OFATV has  any things in co  on with the Ontario Federation of Snow obile Clubs. 
Many snow obilers have started ATV clubs in their areas. ATVs, snow obiles and other trail 
users share so e trails, particularly on Crown land. Dialogue continues to evolve. 

Ontario Trails Council/Trails Fees 
The OFATV is a sitting  e ber of the Ontario Trails Council, the u brella organization 
representing trail users and their interests in Ontario. The OFATV shares si ilar concerns 
regarding trail usage and the intent of developing a shared, graduated, sustainable trails 
fee/card syste . 

Government Liaison 
The OFATV is working with several govern ent  inistries and at a nu ber of levels. Keeping 
officials infor ed of OFATV develop ents is i portant, as the nu bers of ATV riders increases 
dra atically along with new trail develop ent. FedNor  ade a significant contribution in 
launching the Mattawa pilot project and the OFATV. 

OFAH 
The Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters have a large  e bership  any of who utilize 
an ATV for their outdoor pursuits. Working with the OFAH will further our goals with regards 
to trail usage. 
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Appendix T: International  ountain Bike Association (I BA) 

Welc me t  IMBA Canada 
In 2004, IMB  opened our first Canadian office in the town of Collingwood, Ontario, at the base 

of the Blue Mountains. 

The Canadian office is staffed by Ontario natives Mark Schmidt and Lora Woolner, both three-

year veterans of the award-winning Subaru/IMB  Trail Care Crew program. 

IMB  Canada's mission is to create, enhance, and preserve trail opportunities for mountain 

bikers throughout Canada. 

Our goal is develop the following for Canadian mountain biking: 

• Convenient access to appealing trails 

• Trail building expertise 

•   positive image 

• Political influence 

IMB  Canada 

PO Box 404 

Collingwood, ON 

L9Y 3Z7 

(705) 441-6901 

canada@imba.com 

http://www.imba.com > canada > history.html 

Rules  f the Trail 

The way we ride today shapes mountain bike trail access tomorrow. Do your part to preserve and enhance our sport's 
access and image by observing the following rules of the trail, formulated by IMBA, the International Mountain 
Bicycling Association. These rules are recognized around the world as the standard code of conduct for mountain 
bikers. IMBA's mission is to promote mountain bicycling that is environmentally sound and socially responsible. 

1. Rid On Op n Trails Only. 

Respect trail and road closures (ask if uncertain); avoid trespassing on private land; obtain permits or other 
authorization as may be required. Federal and state Wilderness areas are closed to cycling. The way you 
ride will influence trail management decisions and policies. 

2. L av No Trac . 

Be sensitive to the dirt beneath you. Recognize different types of soils and trail construction; practice low-
impact cycling. Wet and muddy trails are more vulnerable to damage. When the trail bed is soft, consider 
other riding options. This also means staying on existing trails and not creating new ones. Don't cut 
switchbacks. Be sure to pack out at least as much as you pack in. 

3. Control Your Bicycl ! 

Inattention for even a second can cause problems. Obey all bicycle speed regulations and recommendations. 
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4. Always Yi ld Trail. 

Let your fellow trail users know you're coming. A friendly greeting or bell is considerate and works well; don't 
startle others.  how your respect when passing by slowing to a walking pace or even stopping. Anticipate 
other trail users around corners or in blind spots. Yielding means slow down, establish communication, be 
prepared to stop if necessary and pass safely. 

5. N v r Scar Animals. 

All animals are startled by an unannounced approach, a sudden movement, or a loud noise. This can be 
dangerous for you, others, and the animals. Give animals extra room and time to adjust to you. When 
passing horses use special care and follow directions from the horseback riders (ask if uncertain). Running 
cattle and disturbing wildlife is a serious offense. Leave gates as you found them, or as marked. 

6. Plan Ah ad. 

Know your equipment, your ability, and the area in which you are riding -- and prepare accordingly. Be self-
sufficient at all times, keep your equipment in good repair, and carry necessary supplies for changes in 
weather or other conditions. A well-executed trip is a satisfaction to you and not a burden to others. Always 
wear a helmet and appropriate safety gear. 

Keep tr ils open by setting  good ex mple of environment lly sound  nd soci lly responsible off-ro d cycling. 
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Appendix U: Ontario Federation of Snowmobile Clubs (OFSC) – 
infor ation fro website: www.ofsc.on.ca 

The Ontario Federation of  nowmobile Clubs is a non-profi t , volunteer driven organization, mandated by 
i ts member clubs to act on a provincial level for the greater good of organized snowmobil ing. Ontario's 
250 local snowmobile clubs are formed into 17 distr icts, each represented at the provincial level by an 
elected Governor and an Operations Director. The Board of Governors meet six t imes throughout the 
year to set pol icy, undertake long term planning and oversee the provincial operations and budget on 
behalf of the clubs. The Operations Directors meet twice yearly to deal with trai l- related issues and 
internal distr ict concerns. 

As the coordinating body for organized snowmobil ing in Ontario, the OF C provides advice and 
guidance to member clubs on a broad range of topics to ensure provincial objectives are met. The 
Federation is also responsible for activi t ies that the clubs deem are best handled at the provincial level 
such as policy and procedures, the user pay system, TOP Trai l planning, insurance, environment, and 
safety. 

Proceeds from the sale of trai l permits provide primary funding for both the trai l operations of local 
snowmobile clubs and their provincial organization. With family membership now standing at about 
200,000 the Ontario Federation of  nowmobile Clubs is the largest snowmobil ing organization in the 
world. 

• Sn wm biling is a great s urce  f recreati n 

• Every ne enj ys the  utd  rs 

• Sn wm bilers always c me h me 

I understand and accept the risks ass ciated with sn wm biling and I will take resp nsibili ty 
f r my  wn acti ns... 

As a resp nsible sn wm biler, I will... 

• r ide in a manner that is a credit to our recreation 

• inf luence other snowmobilers to adhere to this Code of Ethics 

• respect the r ights of others including property owners and other outdoor enthusiasts 

• protect and preserve our natural environment 

• r ide in a responsible manner and I wil l use only marked trai ls; areas or roads open to 
snowmobilers 

• not harass or harm wildl i fe or the natural surroundings 

• minimize my impact on the environment 

• r ide smart, be prepared and stay in control 

• check ice and weather condit ions before r iding 

• help those in distress 

• obey al l laws and rules governing our recreation 

• promote proper snowmobile education and training 

• practice Zero Tolerance with respect to impaired r iding 

© 2006  NTARI  FEDERATI N  F SN WM BILE CLUBS. 
501 Welham Road, Unit 9, Barrie, Ontario, Canada L4N 8Z6 • Phone 705-739-7669 • Fax 705-739-5005 

Canadian Sn wm bile C de  f Ethics 
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Appendix V: Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters 

Ab ut the O.F.A.H. 

 ince 1928, outdoor opportunities have been saved – and improved – 
thanks to victories by the O.F.A.H. 

The Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters is Canada's leading 
conservation organization. The O.F.A.H. is a non-profit, registered charity, 
dedicated to protecting woodland and wetland habitat, conserving our 
precious fish and wildlife stocks and promoting outdoor education. 

The Federation is recognized as an influential environmental watchdog, 
lobbying for conservation of our natural resources at all levels of 
government. The O.F.A.H. represents tens-of-thousands outdoor 

enthusiasts and gets results for conservation. 

Together, the Voice of Anglers and Hunters continues to block political attacks on our outdoor traditions as well as 
animal rights campaigns that are already targeting classrooms and the media. 

When it comes to speaking up for anglers and hunters the O.F.A.H. is a voice to be listened to and reckoned with. 
Here’s a glimpse of what the O.F.A.H. has accomplished on your behalf: 

•  aved fishing and hunting on Crown land 

• Demanded Cormorant control program 

• Exempted ice-fishermen and hunters from snowmobile trail 
permits on Crown land 

• Pushed for multiple deer tag system 

• Finding answers to declining walleye numbers 

• Leading the crusade to scrap the Federal gun registry 

•  topped "no discharge of firearms bylaws" in several 
municipalities 

• Founded wild turkey reintroduction in Ontario 

• Launched lawsuit to bring back the spring bear hunt 

•  aved wolf hunting in Ontario 

•  upports the conviction of poachers 

• Promotes hunting dog traditions 

• Proposing province-wide  unday hunting 

•  crutinizing moose tag allocations 

•  poke-out against "anti" campaigns in our schools and in 
the media 

• Expanded bow hunting opportunities 

• Against unjustifiable bans on all fishing gear containing lead and brass 

• Funded fish stocking, stream rehabilitation and research programs 

•  upported the reintroduction of elk, pheasants, barn owl, Trumpeter swan, and other species 

www.ofah.org 
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Appendix W: Local  unicipal Contacts: 
The following contacts were chosen due to their close proxi ity to larger or  ore 
popular Li erick Forest parcels or due to the a ount of tourists they would see in the 
run of a year. 

1. The City of Brockville Touris /Cha ber Office, (613) 342-4357 
Tanya Hutton, staff 
Currently a Tourist Destination Project Survey is being conducted to help produce a 
strategic action plan for the regional touris industry. This will cover four geographic 
areas within the region; The Thousand Islands-St Lawrence Region is one. Agencies 
involved are: Brockville Cha ber, 1000 Islands Gananoque Cha ber, Cornwall and 
Seaway Valley Touris and the Kingston Econo ic Develop ent Corporation. 
The Brockville Cha ber’s area includes the townships of Elizabethtown-Kitley, Front of 
Yonge, Athens, Augusta and Edwardsburgh-Cardinal. Li erick Forest staff has been 
asked to participate in this survey. 

2. The Town of Prescott Touris /Cha ber Office, (613) 925-1861 
Monica Whitney, Coordinator Support for touris , econo ic Develop ent and 
Cha ber of Co  erce 

3. Township of Augusta, (613) 925-4231 
Donna Burke, staff 

4. Township of Edwardsburgh/Cardinal, (613) 658-3055 
Vicki Cuc an, staff 

5. Village of Merrickville-Wolford, (613) 269-4791 
Diane Bates, staff 

6. Merrickville Cha ber of Co  erce, (613) 269-2229 
Mary Jean Jakielaszek, staff 

7. Municipality of North Grenville, (613) 258-9569 
Brenda Leizert, staff 

8. Ke ptville Cha ber of Co  erce, (613) 258-4838 
Wendy Chap an, staff 
Meetings of a newly for ed “175 Sub Co  ittee” have taken place to look into what 
North Grenville has to offer to its citizens and to attract tourists. The 175 represents 175 
k . bicycle trails they are looking to establish. Infor ation on what Li erick Forest has 
to offer was taken to one of these  eetings. 
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Appendix X: Contacts in  errickville 

Meetings were held with owners of three acco  odations establish ents in the 
Merrickville area. These businesses are three of the twelve listed in “Accommodat ons at a 
Glance, H stor c Merr ckv lle” brochure produced in February 2006. 

1. Alleyne Hardaker, Acton House B&B, (613) 258-9966 
2. Lisa Clarke, Sa Jakes Inn, 1-800-567-4667 
3. Carol Carty, Wolford House Bed & Breakfast, (613) 269-3112 

-All three agreed that they would like to offer their guests a location for the to 
participate in passive outdoor recreational activities such as hiking, bicycling, cross 
country skiing and snowshoeing. 

-All felt that the Li erick Forest North tract would be suitable for such non- otorized 
activities and would like to offer their guests  aps of  arked trails for the to explore. 
It was felt that the following would have to be provided for this to take place: parking 
area with signs, outhouse, detailed  aps and a well  arked and  aintained loop trail. 

Other suggestions that were posed in the conversations were: 
-Non-hunting areas would be a benefit. 
-Offer so e guided walks. 
-Packages they would offer could include a packed lunch for the hike. 
-They could offer the use of snowshoes or skis to their guests. 
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Appendix Y: Owners of Property Near Limerick 

Twelve owners of property near Li erick Forest parcels were contacted and asked if 
they felt that increase in use due to pro otion to locals or tourists would affect the . 

South Tract of Li erick: 
-No proble now, none for future. 
-Proble s with trespassing in the past-resolved now. No proble with increased use in 
future within Li erick. 
-No proble now, none for future. 
-Has seen an increase in ATV use and hunters in the area. 
-Still proble s with people burning stolen cars in pit area. 
-A few proble s now with trespassers hunting; fences not clear, not clear where 
Li erick Forest ends. 

North Augusta: 
-No proble s now, none for future increase. 
-Hardly anyone using this area now. 

North Tract: 
-If pro oted would want the area pro oted as an eco touris site. 
-No proble s now but would be concerned with traffic. 
-No proble s now, none with increased use; hardly sees people there now. 
-Has only seen occasional hikers and  ountain bikers. 
-No proble s now or for increased use. 
-No proble s now, none for increased use. Would like to see area pro oted; noted that 
 ore  ountain biking trails would be nice. 

Near Elgin: 
-No proble s now, this area very dense and no trails. Used pri arily by locals to hunt. 
-Only proble with increased use would be trespassing. 

Near the Wolford Centre parcel: 
-Proble s now with  otorized use of that area; noise and da age. Also concerned 
with walking there due to hunting. 
-Would want to be infor ed if that area were to be pro oted and could have  ore 
traffic. 
-Not bothered now, sees parking on the road but not an issue with use now or if it were 
to increase there. 
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Appendix Z: Recreation Workshop Results - Break Out Group on Touris and 
Pro otion 

RECRE TION WORKSHOP 

Breakout Group-Tourism & Promotion 

5 people in this group 

Question #1 

A) Sh uld Limerick F rest be pr m ted as a t urist destinati n  n a regi nal, nati nal  r even 

internati nal scale? 

Answer:  ll 5 in this group said yes, but only on a regional (Eastern Ontario) level and 

with a well thought out and prepared plan in place. 

Comments: 

-We need to be prepared; trails, signage etc. 

-We need to take baby steps. 

-Promote, yes, but not without a plan. 

-Infrastructure has to be in place first before we go further in promotion. 

-The ends have to justify the means; if costs are incurred to promote there needs to be a 

way to recoup these costs. 

-Certain markets should be targeted, not everyone all at once. 

-Suggestion: target organized groups/clubs with organized activities; they will police 

themselves, clean up etc. 

-Perhaps promote one area at a time, not all Limerick lands at once. 

-Stipulate a “code of conduct” for recreational users. 

B) What are the implicati ns  f increasing the level  f recreati nal usage  f Limerick F rest  n 

the f rest, current users and adjacent pr perty  wners? 

Answers: 

i) The forest: Fire, garbage, liability, damage to vegetation, wildlife being disturbed. 

ii) Current users: 

-Growth has to be managed; the plan should address this by promoting certain areas only. 

-Some users could feel overcrowded by other users 

-Education and awareness should alleviate conflict. 

-It was suggested that certain areas could be promoted for certain recreational activities. 

-Don’t lose sight of the users that are there now when trying to make room for others. 

-Credit should be given to groups who are developing and maintaining the trails. 

iii) djacent property owners: -Traffic, noise, garbage, trespassing, parking. 

Question #2 

Sh uld t urism d llars be c llected by the U.C.L.G. t   ffset c sts incurred by a p ssible 

increase in use? 

Answer: No 

Comments: 

-Not “dollars” collected but returns “in kind”. 

-Dollars are hard to police 

-Local groups, non profit groups and educational endeavours need to be looked after first. 
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-Money to promote to tourists and to prepare for tourists could be obtained through 

funding/grants which are available. 

-Money is not necessarily generated, UCLG will benefit by money being spent in the area 

by tourists. 

  “vision has to be defined; if costs are attached to do signage, maintenance of trails, pit 

toilets, promotion brochures etc., we should be providing this free of charge to tourists. 

-We provide the labour (Leeds and Grenville), apply for and obtain the grant money and 

get donations. The spin off is that the people (businesses etc.) of Leeds and Grenville 

benefit from increased tourism and awareness of the area. 

- dvantages of living here is that we have Limerick Forest. This is a good reason to live 

here and it could encourage others to move here. 

-Other; health benefits 

Question #3 

Sh uld  nly certain types  f recreati nal usage be pr m ted? Or, what types  f t urist usage 

w uld be m st desirable? 

Answer: No discrimination; multi use. 

Comments: 

-  plan needs to be put in place; be prepared to address certain types of recreational use 

i.e.: providing cross country ski trails for skiers to maintain themselves. Make sure that 

they are aware that others may use their trails though. 

-Promote the multi use aspect; but suggest certain types of recreational use for areas/trails 

that are more suited to those uses. Provide a code of conduct or proper etiquette for 

everyone to follow. 

-List activities that are possible in Limerick. 

Question #4 

A) Sh uld f r-pr fit t urist  rganizati ns  r businesses be all wed t  c nduct  rganized 

activities in Limerick F rest? (F r example, a l cal h tel which advertises cr ss c untry skiing 

in Limerick F rest as part  f a “package”). 

Answer: Four said Yes; one said No. 

Comments: 

-This issue is not cut and dry. The “yes’s” felt that it needs to be addressed on a case by 

case basis. 

-Dependant on the type of activity. 

Criteria needs to be established to determine if they should be allowed or not. 

-Steps to include: environmental assessment, determine if it follows Limerick and 

LF C’s goals, vision. 

-Do not want Limerick Forest to become commercialized or be exploited. 

-The person who said “no” felt that it would be very hard to determine who is allowed to 

operate and who isn’t; this could lead to conflict. 

-Commercialization would be a problem if this were allowed. 

B) Sh uld a fee  r inc me be realized f r the U.C.L.G. fr m these activities? 

Answer: If it is decided to allow this, yes. 
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C) Sh uld n n-pr fit gr ups  r  rganizati ns be treated in the same manner? 

Answer: Yes, but with stipulations 

Comments: 

-must have insurance coverage 

-Must meet safety requirements. 

-Everyone would go through the same screening criteria. 

D) Sh uld UCLG charge n n-pr fit gr ups t  use Limerick F rest f r events? 

Answer: No, except for the use of the chalet as it is now. The only other reason would be 

if equipment at Limerick is being used. 

Question #5 

What  ther benefits c uld be realized by increasing awareness  f Limerick F rest in the t urism 

sect r? 

Answer: 

-Local businesses and the economy benefit. 

-Physical fitness levels increase 

-Education and awareness of Leeds and Grenville and facilities here. 

-Opportunities for educational activities in the forest. 

-Increased value of quality of life to live here. 

-Positive community feedback. 

-Being a good citizen. 
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RESOURCES FOR MORE INFORMATION 

• Li erick Forest Long Range Manage ent Plan, 2003 - Copies available fro the 
forest  anager, (613) 342-9246 ext 12416. 

• World Touris Organization website: www.world-touris .org 
• Canadian Travel Survey Results & Do estic Travel in Canada - Statistics Canada 
website: www.statcan.ca 

• Regional Touris Profiles, CD 07: Leeds & Grenville United Counties – Ontario 
Ministry of Touris and Recreation website: www.touris .gov.on.ca 

• Fit Facts for Children and Youth website: www.in- otion.ca/youth/facts.php 
• Respect For the Environ ent - Study supported by the Bronfenbrenner Life 
Course Center and College of Hu an Ecology, both at Cornell – website: 
www.news.cornell.edu/stories/March06/wild.nature.play.ssl.ht l 

• ACTIVE2010 Ontario Trails Strategy – Ministry of Health Pro otion, 
www. hp.gov.on.ca, www.active2010.ca 

• Irwin Supply, Cornwall, Ontario, (613) 933-4600 
• Superior Motorsport, Johnstown, Ontario, (613) 925-5353 
• Motorsport plus, Kingston, Ontario, (613) 544-4600 
• Marty’s S all Engine and Motorcycle Repairs, Ke ptville Ontario, (613) 258-
1003. 

• Carson’s, Perth, Ontario, (613) 267-3499 
• Brockville Honda Outdoor Centre, Brockville, Ontario, (613) 342-0319 
• The Off-Road Vehicles Act (ORVA) and Highway Traffic Act (HTA) Ontario 
Ministry of Transportation website: www. to.gov.on.ca or E-Laws website: 
www.e-laws.gov.on.ca 

• United Counties of Stor ont, Dundas & Glengarry, (613) 932-4333, website: 
www.sdg.on.ca 

• Township of South Frontenac, (613) 376-3027, website: 
www.townshipsouthfrontenac.on.ca 

• Canada Safety Council website: www.safety-council.org 
• Bytown Motorcycle Association website: www.bytown- otorcycle-assoc.ca 
• Ontario Trails Council website: www.ontariotrails.on.ca 
• Ontario Federation of Trail Riders website: www.oftr.org 
• Ontario Federation of All Terrain Vehicles website: www.ofatv.co  
• Johnstown ATV Club website: www.johnstownatvclub.org 
• International Mountain Biking Association website: www.i ba.co /canada 
• Brockville Endo Mountain Biking Club website: www.endo.newpublishing.co  
• Equine Canada website: www.equinecanada.ca 
• Ontario Equestrian Federation website: www.horse.on.ca 
• Eastern Ontario Horses of Course Club website: 
www.igs.net/~vkirkwoodhp/eohc.ht  

• Leeds and Grenville Snow obile Association website: 
www.ho e.ca.inter.net/~lgsa/ 
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• Ontario Federation of Snow obile Clubs website: www.ofsc.on.ca 
• Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters website: www.ofah.org 
• Grenville Fish and Ga e Club website: www.grenvillefishandga e.co  
• Ducks Unli ited Canada website: www.ducks.ca 
• Recreational Areas – Contact individual locations for specific infor ation. 
• Ministry of Natural Resources website: www. nr.gov.on.ca 
• Bike South Grenville website: www.bikesouthgrenville.co  
• Geocaching websites: www.geocachingontario.co , www.ontgeocaching.co  
• The City of Brockville Touris /Cha ber Office, (613) 342-4357 
• The Town of Prescott Touris /Cha ber Office, (613) 925-1861 
• Township of Augusta, (613) 925-4231 
• Township of Edwardsburgh/Cardinal, (613) 658-3055 
• Village of Merrickville-Wolford, (613) 269-4791 
• Merrickville Cha ber of Co  erce, (613) 269-2229 
• Municipality of North Grenville, (613) 258-9569 
• Ke ptville Cha ber of Co  erce, (613) 258-4838 
• Acton House B&B, (613) 258-9966 
• Sa Jakes Inn, 1-800-567-4667 
• Wolford House Bed & Breakfast, (613) 269-3112 
• On-line Survey results available by contacting the Li erick Forest Manager, (613) 
342-9246 ext 12416. 
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